< co~ THE
RESK
January 2022 |55 MITCHELL MESSENGER
Eolo
EDZZ January 2022
S M T W T FRSA |5585 : Y
| w84 & & Volume 48 Issue 1
=a- o ’
© & g >
=2 & £
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 % )
FROM THE DIRECTOR'’S PEN
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Let us consider Jesus and the New Year.
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 N-Never fails, New mercies, Now
E-Eternal life, Everlasting love
30 31 W-Will forgive, Won't forsake us, Walks with us
Y-Yield to Him, Yearn for Him
E-Earnestly, Jesus is calling
A-Almighty, All-Powerful, Already there
R-Redeemer, Rejoice, Repentance, Renewal
In Jesus our Lord, we have:
Forgiveness of Yesterday, Strength for today, and
Hope for Tomorrow!
WHO KNOWS! THIS YEAR...
c Face to Face | shall behold Him
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° Happy New Year  ° 2 g Face to Face in all His glory,
i i 2 & / shall see Him by and by.
5 o S ~ With the darkened veil between,
° 17  Pastor's Conference ° 25 ® k5t But a blessed day is coming,
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o o s K3B 3 Only faintly now | see Him,
i ' , i 89 ¢ &2 s g X When His glory shall be seen.
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God bless. Look up!! Michael Brown, IDOM
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My heart is overjoyed by your gift to me at the Pastors/Wives Christmas
dinner. It is our honor and privilege to serve the Lord and you at the
Mitchel Baptist Association. There was great fellowship with many of the
Pastor's Wives that | had not had a chance to meet. The sweet fellowship
that we enjoy is precious to us. May God richly bless each of you as we
labor together this new year.

P.S. Wait till next year-—-we have even more fun planned.

In His service, Susan

Please be sure to contact the Mitchell Baptist
Association by email @
mitchellbaptist28777@gmail
or call 828-765-9412 to order your
Minute Books for 2021

KENTUCKY TORNADOES

NC Baptist Disaster Relief has been asked by Kentucky Baptists to assist
in disaster recovery efforts in Kentucky following the deadly tornadoes.
Our NC Baptist disaster relief teams are being deployed to Bowling
Green, Kentucky to set up a disaster recovery site. NC Disaster Relief will
deploy a small feeding team, a laundry unit, recovery unit, generator and
chainsaw teams to do this work. NC Disaster Relief will coordinate these
efforts out of Hillvue Heights Baptist Church in Bowling Green, KY. Thank
you for praying, giving and going. Please pray for the people who were
affected by the tornadoes as well as the volunteers who will be helping.
Donations and volunteers will be needed. To volunteer or to donate, visit
www.baptistsonmission.org

BAPTISTS ON

MISSI(G)N
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WE ARE A MOVEMENT OF CHURCHES ON MISSION TOGETHER

‘A movement” We will be a movement. God's Word says the gospel is advancing.
In Revelation 5, we see that God is bringing people from every tribe, tongue,
people and nation together around the throne to say, “Worthy is the Lamb who is
slain!” As we look forward to that day, we are going to be a ~ movement. God's
kingdom is coming, on earth as it is in heaven. Let's ask the question, "Why not
in North Carolina, as it is in heaven?”

‘Of churches” We will be a movement of churches. We are not a denomination.
We are not a political action committee. We are not a Christian social club. We
are a convention of independent, autonomous local churches. The church is
God's plan “A" for reaching a lost world. While conventions, parachurch
ministries, missions agencies and institutions all have a role to play in the Great
Commission, N.C. Baptists will be for the local churches and fueled by the local
church. The headquarters of the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina is not
in Cary. It's in your local church and in every local church across our state.

‘On mission” We will be a movement of churches on mission. There are a lot of
good things that we could do as a convention, but we are going to be about the
Great Commission. As we go, we are to make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them the
words and ways of Jesus. Thousands of people die every day in North Carolina
without knowing Christ. More than 150,000  people die every day around the
world without ever having heard the name of Christ. Jesus said that the gospel
would be preached to all nations, and then He will come again. N.C. Baptists,
what if we could usher in the return of Christ in our lifetime by taking the gospel
to all nations?

‘Together” We will be a movement of churches on mission together. The word
“together” is not a word that | would use to describe our culture or any aspect of
our society in 2021. And there are even lots of differences among our churches.
But on the night before Jesus gave His life for us, He prayed that we would be
one. He said that the world would know that we were His disciples by the way
we love one another. The Apostle Paul says we are to make every effort to be
one. While we can acknowledge our differences, we should not let them divide
us. Our mission must be our priority.

A movement of churches on mission together. That's who we are going to be as
N.C. Baptists. We are going to be a convention that reaches all peoples to
worship. We will stand on the authority of God's Word and the exclusivity of
salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone. We will be fueled by
prayer, which must be our primary strategy. Every church has a role in the king-
dom of God, because in God's economy, there are no small churches, only one,
big Great Commission. Will you join the movement?

by Todd Unzicker / Executive Director-Treasurer / BSC of NC




Another Year

Another year is dawning!
Dear Master, let it be,

In working or in waiting,
Another year with Thee.

Another year of leaning;

Upon Thy loving breast,

Of ever-deepening trustfulness—
Of quiet, happy rest.

Another year of mercies,

Of faithfulness and grace;

Another year of gladness
In the shining of Thy face.
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May God continue to bless
this ministry with HOPE for
a brighter tomorrow for
many others in need. A
special thanks for all who
have given of their
time, money and prayers
that have carried us through
2021.

We are praying God will
send a Christian woman
with @ heart for helping
others to fill the nighttime
position.

If interested in applying or
volunteering contact
Jessica Williams
828-467-7243

The Origin Of Bible Drill in Mitchell County ‘ Page3

As your former Bible Drill leader | researched Bible Drill in Mitchell County.

| was very interested in the origin of how it became a part of Training
Union. | was told by the late Nina Buchanan that it became part of
Training Union to benefit the accelerated leamer who needed to be
challenged. Our children today need to be challenged, but the most
important reason to me, for Bible Drill, is that it was from God's command
2,000 years ago after they entered the promised land to teach the Word
of God to their children, and then their children would teach their children.
It was to be passed down from one generation to another. | am thankful,
we had leaders who saw the importance of starting the accelerated
program for our children in Mitchell County.

If I remember correctly, First Baptist was the first church in the Baptist
Association to start Bible Drill and then Pine Branch and Bear Creek and
many other churches followed. The late Virginia Ferguson taught Bible
Drill at Bear Creek from 1955-1956. During that time her oldest son
became ill and was taken to the hospital. He told his mother he wanted
to talk with his pastor; and he was saved!

Bible Dirill is a wonderful way to hide God's word in your heart. It also
convicts us of our sin. The late Reba Willis and Vessie Willis continued to
help in this service for years. When Vessie retired she gave it to me. |
have taught it in many compacities for 46 years. | love it and it never gets
old! | still teach Wee and Pre-Drillers at Bear Creek Baptist. God's Word

Hope House Night Manager Position is always as fresh as our morning sun.

When | retired after 23 years of serving the Baptist Association there were
only 2 or 3 churches involved. My plea is to please don't let Bible Dirill fall
by the wayside. Our children need it more now more than ever; even if
only in your church.

Qualifications:
Maintains a personal active relationship with Jesus Christ and is a consistent witness for
Jesus Christ. Must have a valid driver's license with a clean driving record.

Duties Include but not limited to:
*  Works directly with the Director and under the supervision of the Board of Directors
*  Minister and direct the residents
*  Working with Director to create, maintain and fill weekly schedules
(includes both volunteers and residents) one week in advance and posting
Once a week meet with Director
Schedule and attend events with resident
(including church meetings, outings, opportunities to share testimonies)
*  Provide transportation, as needed
*  Work with Director to solicit volunteers, screen and schedule activities
(bible studies, crafts, food & nutrition, life skills, etc.)
*  Teach life skills/bible study class/devotions with residents, as required

Please call Heather Bonamino if any of you have questions about
Associational Bible drill. She is Director now. Also, the Mitchell County
Baptist Association and www.nc.bibledrill

Deuteronomy 6:7

And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of
them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the
way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

Mrs. Martha Burleson/Bear Creek Baptist Church


http://www.nc.bibledrill

R
OCUS

Robert McCurry  Spring Creek Baptist Church
Rocky Branch Spruce Pine First Baptist Church
Ryan Cloer Western Carolina

Jason McKinney @ White Oak Baptist Church

Charles Alonso Wilderness Hispanic Church
Marcus Benfield  Altapass Baptist Church

Pastor’s Conference for
January 2022

January 17, 9:30 AM
January 31, 6:30 PM

.........................................................................................

Semi-Annual Associational Meeting
will be held at
Little Rock Creek Baptist Church
February 28, 2022
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BIRTHDAYS

03 Rev. Bob McCurry (Spring Creek)

05 Rev. Jason Kritz (Crabtree Chapel)

08 Mrs. Candace Winters (Lily Branch)
11 Mrs. Michelle Rathbone (Big Crabtree)
14 Mrs. Amy Ayers ( McKinney Cove )

Pastoral Anniversaries

Rev. Bobby Joe Greene will celebrate his eighth
anniversary as Pastor of Pine Branch Baptist Church

Rev. Jody Griffin will celebrate his eighth
anniversary as pastor of Central Baptist Church

Rev. Cass Buchanan will celebrate his eleventh
anniversary at Freedom Baptist Church.




