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8th 
Pastors Conference 

@ 9:30 AM 

14th  Mother’s Day 

22nd 
Pastors Conference 

@ 6:30 PM 
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From the Director’s Pen 

 
 We had the privilege to hear Bro. Jamison Work, from the International 
Mission Board at our Pastor’s Conference in April. He shared with us that over 
158,000 souls die each day without Jesus. Read that again. This is global, but it 
is a sad number.  158,000 souls each day. What are our churches doing to 
shrink this number? The IMB goal is 500 more missionaries on the foreign 
field. IMB provides 100% of the comprehensive support for fully funded 
missionaries. If you feel a missions tug in your heart, contact Jamie at the IMB, 
to see how to find a place. There are many opportunities like high school trips, 
gap year, collegiate summer and semester, journeyman, professionals, career 
missionaries, retirees. You can also go to info@imb.org for more information. 
Isaiah 6:8 reminds us of the question and the answer. Who will go? Here am I 
send me! 
 

We have many opportunities during May to serve, help, and attend. 
May 3rd is our Downtown Worship 6:45 PM- 8:45 PM on Upper Street in 
Spruce Pine (sponsored by L & L Furniture), May 4th is National Day of Prayer 
at noon and 6:30 PM, Never2Scarred has their annual Ladies luncheon on May 
13th 11:00AM-2:30 PM at Bear Creek Baptist Church and Mother’s Day is May 
14th. May is also National Foster Care Month. Please remember to pray for 
families who foster children across our state. 
 

We have some busy times coming. Graduation, vacation, VBS, 
Backyard Bible Clubs. Find a place to serve, spread the Good News and be a 
blessing to those you encounter. 
 

Please continue to pray for our churches without pastors:   
Bear Creek Baptist, Ledger Baptist, Pine Branch. 
 
Susan and I have had the privilege to worship with each of the 30 

churches in our Association. It has been a joy to meet with you on your turf. I 
look forward to coming again.  
  
 I love you and am honored to be your Director of Missions.   
 
     In His service, 
 
     Michael Brown 
     DOM 

mailto:info@imb.org


 

  
April 16th Never2Scarred celebrated its 1 year anniversary!! I want to first 

thank and praise our Savior Jesus Christ for allowing me to be a part of this 

amazing ministry!! Next, I want to thank Mitchell County Recovery Ministry 

board, all our volunteers, our community, and all the churches that support 

us, love on us, pray for us, and encourage us!! I have been so blessed with 

such an amazing 1st year in this ministry! We are so Blessed!! Praise His 

Holy Name!! 

  

In the last year of our ministry we have had 5 women to graduate from this 

recovery program. Our latest was Samantha . She has really bloomed from a 

lost, broken, scarred young lady to a beautiful Daughter of Christ full of life. 

Please join Never2scarred as we surround this young lady in prayer as she 

starts the next chapter in this journey of life! 

 

Mark 5:34-NIV,  “He said to her, “daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in 

peace and be freed from your suffering.” 

  

Come and see what God has done, how awesome his works  on mans behalf! 

He turned the sea into dry land, they passed through the waters on foot-- 

come, let us rejoice in him. he has preserved our lives and kept our feet from 

slipping. For you, O God, tested us; you refined us like silver. 

  

Our needs are as follows: 1)Volunteer Coordinator, 2)Someone to do a 

regular Newsletter, 3)Coordinator for room sponsors, 4) Volunteers are also 

needed to come and spend time with the ladies, (crafts, singing, cooking, 

just talking, etc.) Volunteers are to be approved before helping 

  

Get your tickets now for our annual fundraiser, theme: “I AM THE VINE”, 

Matthew 15:15. Guest speaker will be Janice Drum and music by Jenifer 

Rodgers. There will be testimonies and singing from many of the Hope House 

Ladies. A box lunch is included. Tickets are $25 each or 5/$100 and all 

donations moneys goes into the ministry.  We will also have silent auction 

beginning at 10:00 am and the program begins at 11:00 till 2:30 For more 

information or to purchase tickets call 828-385-2722. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Food Collection for the Baptist Children’s home food 
drive will continue through May 15th. Please have all 
items that you wish to donate to the Mitchell Baptist 
Association Office by this date so that we can schedule 
delivery to the Broyhill Children’s Home in Clyde. 

 

  

 

 
 

1st– Rev. Chris Rathbone (Mine Creek Baptist Church) 

16th– Jessica Silvers (Grassy Creek Baptist Church) 

27th– Rev. Bobby Lowery (Toecane Baptist Church) 

Pastors’ Conference 

 

May 8th @ 9:30 AM 

& 

May 22nd @ 6:30 PM 

Mitchell Baptist Association Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th-- Rev. & Mrs. Matthew Woody (Chestnut Grove Baptist Church) 

15th– Rev. & Mrs. Andy Willis (Western Carolina Church) 

16th– Rev. & Mrs. Cass Buchanan (Freedom Baptist Church) 

19th– Rev. & Mrs. Chris Renfro (Big Rock Creek Baptist Church) 

21st– Rev. & Mrs. Will Winters (Lily Branch Baptist Church) 
 

          

                  Pastoral Anniversaries 
 
Rev. Gene Self has been the youth pastor at Grassy Creek Baptist 
Church since May 2005. (18 Years) 
 



 

 
Rev. Steve Williams Berry Chapel Baptist Church 

Rev.Mark McKinney Bethlehem Baptist Church 

Rev. Mike Rathbone Big Crabtree Baptist Church 

Rev. Chris Renfro  Big Rock Creek Baptist Church 

Rev. Jody Griffin Central Baptist Church 

Rev. Matt Woody Chestnut Grove Baptist Church 

 

2023 National Day of Prayer 

Thursday, May 4th 

 

Theme: “Pray fervently in righteousness and avail much” 

Scripture: “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 

        man availeth much.” James 5:16 

 

Riverside Park 

12:00 noon & 6:30 p.m. 

***Please come & join us for a time of prayer 

& music that points us toward prayer.*** 

 

-Tri-County Christian School 

-Music 

-Speakers 

-Prayer for Mitchell County, Bakersville, & Spruce Pine 

-Prayer for North Carolina 

-Prayer for America 

Pray for the Churches who are seeking a Pastor 
 

Bear Creek Baptist Church 
 

Ledger Baptist Church 
 

Pine Branch Baptist Church 
 
 

Please be in prayer for Preacher Bruce Cannon and the people of Pine Branch 
Baptist Church as they called Brother Bruce to be their Interim Pastor. 

 

 

 

 

If you have questions contact your NCBMW Western Region  9 Representative –  
Teresa Benfield  By Phone- (828) 897-1828 or  

Email- tdb.trisha@yahoo.com 

 

If you are having trouble coming up with the money for the Conference Fee but 

would like to attend please call the MBA Office at (8282)765-9412. We promise 

you will have fun and want to make this an annual event on your Calendar! 


