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Phone: (828) 765-9412

Email:

mitchellbaptist28777@gmail.com

Return Service Requested

THE
MITCHELL MESSENGER
October 2023
Volume 49 Issue 10

In Loving Memory 01/03/1943

of

Rev. Bob McCurry 08/17/2023

On Thursday morning, August 17, 2023, “Preacher Bob” McCurry finally beheld what
he had spent over fifty years preaching about. When | received the news that he had
passed, my heart was broken, but | rejoiced for my friend as | began to realize that he
had finally made it home. | told someone that day that | felt sure Bob was finally at the
intersection of Hallelujah Avenue and Glory Boulevard just as we'd heard him say so
many times. Robert L McCurry was born on January 3, 1943, in Erwin TN to Hanford
and Bonnie McCurry. As a young man, he met the love of his life, Carolyn through a
relative and they were later married on July 8, 1967. After five or six years of marriage,
Bob and Carolyn were attending Unicoi Baptist Church where Bob served as a Deacon
and Sunday School Teacher and eventually announced his calling into the Gospel
ministry. His son Bryan was five, and daughter Beth was two, when the Lord opened
the door for Bob and Carolyn to be called to Spring Creek Baptist Church in Buladean
where they would faithfully serve as Pastor and wife, for almost 50 years. Bob was
working at Magnavox at the time, and he continued there until July of 1975, when they
stepped out on faith and entered full-time ministry. Their younger son Israel came
along later in 1983. Together they built a life and ministry, along with their three
children Bryan, Beth and Israel and later became “Pappy & Mimmie” to their six
grandchildren: Peyton, Gabriel, Jackson, Deegan, Zoey, and Judson. Bob liked to say
that your family was the only thing that you could take with you to Heaven, and he was
able to lead all nine of his children and grandchildren to the Lord and baptize them.

Continued on Page 2
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Bob and his family faithfully made the commute across the mountain to Buladean until
June of 1976, when they moved into their home just below the church which had been
started earlier in the Spring of that year. Over the next several decades, Bro. Bob faithfully
preached the Word of God as he continued to Pastor Spring Creek, and preach revivals
that called him to Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, and all over both Carolinas. Bob also had a
burden for the people of Jamacia and made at least twenty-six trips there over his ministry,
faithfully preaching the Gospel.

Bob was a friend to everyone, and especially to other men of God and preachers that he
encountered. Most preachers and members alike were amazed with Bob’s ability to
memorize Scripture and quote several passages without opening his Bible. Bro Bob was
able to “read it off the walls of his mind” and his sermon titles were always unique and
memorable. One of his favorite phrases was “He owns the cattle on a thousand hills” and
“Your problem is never too big for God.” Bro Bob had a gift for keeping the message simple
and focused on Jesus. His wife, Carolyn, told me recently “We are just simple people, and |
am amazed with all that the Lord could do with just simple people. | just want to brag on
the Lord and how He used him.”

When asked if Bob had a favorite Scripture, Carolyn said that it would be hard to choose
because he had so many favorites, but she always remembered that Bob would use John
14:6 when he was talking to people about salvation and letting them know that
“Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me.” If that was Bob's favorite Scripture would be hard to say, but “Lamb” was
Bob’s favorite name for Jesus, and that certainly was his message... that Jesus, the Lamb of
God, is the only way.

As we celebrate Pastor Appreciation month, | am so thankful for the time that | knew Bob
McCurry. My first memories of hearing him preach were on a borrowed cassette tape of
the message “Eagle Christians” when | was a teenager. Later, he and | formed a friendship
as he did with many other Pastors in this area, and that friendship was a great blessing in
my life. Bro. Bob was a very special servant of God and will long be remembered in this
area and Association as Pastor, Friend, Mentor, and Man of God. It was always a blessing
to hear him close a service by thanking God for what He was “doing for my friends around
this altar.”

Preacher Bob made a big impact in this area, and in the many lives that he touched. May
we follow his example in our ministry, and never lose sight of the simple truth of the
Gospel that he preached for over fifty years. Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the lifel
With Love,

Toby Crowder

Pastor Mt. Carmel Baptist Church

Moderator-Mitchell Baptist Association

Bible Study Fellowship
Ladies looking to go deep into God's Word?

Come and join us this year as we dig into John's Gospel, The Truth
An in-depth 30 week study

When & Where:

Thursday morning 10 am at Spruce Pine First Baptist Church
Thursday evening 5:45 pm Grassy Creek Baptist Church.
Beginning September 14th

Sign-up at http://www.bsfinternational.org
If you would like to talk to someone local call
Nancy Ball (843) 597-1196 Morning Women

PIANO LESSONS

Ledger Baptist Church (near Mitchell High School) is offering piano lessons with a
private piano teacher who has a music degree, a NC K-12 Music Education
License, and 25 years experience teaching private and public music on all

levels. Lessons will be given at Ledger Baptist and will be provided at a reduced
rate of $15 per half hour and $30 per hour to be paid by the student with Ledger
Baptist paying the remainder of the teacher’s fee as an outreach to the
surrounding areas. All students and all ages from 4 through adult are

welcome! All ability levels are welcome from first time beginner through those
seeking to pass audition requirements to be a piano major in college. Teacher has
helped students gain entrance as piano majors into ECU, WCU, ASU, UNCG, and
The Royal Conservatory in London. Emphasis can also be placed on how to be a
church musician. Lessons will be tailored to the goals of each student. No
competitions or memorization will be required unless that is part of the student’s
goals. The goal for young students would be to start with fundamentals and
realize that piano is fun so they will continue to learn! The goal for teenage and
adult students would be to know that yes, you can learn to play piano even if you
are a first time beginner at the age of 99! Lessons will be Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Thursdays 3-6pm and will be signed up on a first come first serve

basis. Ledger Baptist is excited to provide this opportunity to help train area
church musicians and help piano students in the Mitchell, Yancey, Avery area! If
interested, text/call 919-349-3868. We look forward to hearing from you!

Liberty Hill Baptist Church... is searching for a Youth Director. The
proposed weekly schedule will consist of Wednesday evening Bible study
with youth sixth grade and up. Sunday schedule along with planning and
coordinating youth activities will be included. A more detailed job
description available upon interview.

Contact Pastor Brent Frady 828-289-3133

Deacon Chairman Keith Hoyle 828-385-0270



http://www.bsfinternational.org

Altapass Baptist Church
October 29, 2023
@ 4:30 PM at the Family Life Center
Food, Games, & Candy !

Spruce Pine First Baptist Church
October 31, 2023
@ 5:00 PM- 8:00 PM
Trunk or Treat!

Thank you to all the Pastors in the Mitchell Baptist Association!
Your love and dedication to God and his people does not go unnoticed!

Churches, honor your Pastor and let him know you appreciate him and his
family! Pray for your Pastor often and thank him for his leadership because
you never know the burden he is carrying for your church and the impact that
a simple “Thank you” will have!!l

THIS MONTMH

3rd- Rev. Russell McKinney (Roan Mountain Baptist Church)
15th- Rev. Jody Griffin (Central Baptist Church)

25th- Mrs. Stephanie Pitman (Beaver Creek Baptist Church)
27th- Mrs. Missi Frady (Liberty Hill Baptist Church

28th- Rev. Steve Williams (Berry Chapel Baptist Church)
28th- Rev. Keith Beck (Little Rock Creek Baptist Church)

Boch g

11th- Rev. & Mrs. Mike Rathbone (Big Crabtree Baptist Church)
15th- Rev. & Mrs. Brandon Pitman (Beaver Creek Baptist Church)
21st- Rev. & Mrs. Bobby Lowery (Toecane Baptist Church)

t@é@p Pastoral Anniversaries

-Dr. Marcus Benfield has been the pastor of Altapass Baptist
Church since October 9, 2011. (12 Years)

-Rev. Steve Williams has been the pastor of Berry Chapel
Baptist Church since October 6, 2013. (10 years)

-Rev. Jason McKinney has been the pastor of White Oak
Baptist Church since October 17, 2021 (2 years)




R
PR T

b
|
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Rev. Chris Renfro Big Rock Creek Baptist Church
This month the ladies have Peen busy makmg Rev. Jody Griffin Central Baptist Church
crafts and homemade goodies for the Apple
Butter Festival at Mark's Produce Stand on Rev. Matt Woody Chestnut Grove Baptist Church
Grassy Creek, September 30,2023, 11:00 till Rev. Jason Kritz Crabtree Chapel Baptist Church
3:00 Please come out and support the ladies. _
. . Rev. Cass Buchanan Freedom Baptist Church

For more information you can contact Rev. Kent Muroh Eriondshio Bafist Church
Jessica Williams at 828-467-7243. ey Temt TRy riendship Baptist hire

Pray for the Churches who are seeking a Pastor

Bear Creek Baptist Church

Ledger Baptist Church

Mine Creek Baptist Church

PASTORAL _ |
SEARCH COMMITTEE Pine Branch Baptist Church

Spring Creek Baptist Church
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In July of 1952 twenty-eight people, acting in the will of God,
separated from the congregation of another church and came
together to form Ledger Baptist Church. We are grateful to
these charter members for starting the church we love today:
Willard Buchanan, Vaultie Buchanan, Phyllis Buchanan Sirovy
Jack Buchanan, James Buchanan, Lawrence Connolly, Azalene
Connolly, Harry Ellis, Paul Ellis, Ruby Ellis, Frank Garland,
Jolene Garland, Frank Greene, Lee Greene, Josephine Greene,
Will Greene , Cleve Jarrett, Alice Jarrett, Bertie Jarrett, Ernest
Jarrett, Maurice Jarrett, Charlie Phillips, Carolyn Sparks Diemer,
Hankins Sparks, Harry Sparks, Marie Sparks, Myrtle Sparks,
and Lisa S. Young

Many churches and individual Christians sent donations to help
start the church and supported the Ledger congregation in
prayer. For more than a year the congregation met in the Ledger
Schoolhouse while the existing church was built on land
donated by Maurice and Bertie Jarrett. The construction was
mostly by the men of the congregation, meeting after work and
on the weekends. Built first, the basement was home to the
congregation for nearly a year while the sanctuary was under
construction.

Many of the pastors from the Association helped in the early
months. Preachers Cassity, Greene, Staton, and Stroup came
and preached at the 10:00 service on Sunday and then went
back to their own churches for worship services. Oliver Young,
pastor of Bakersville Baptist Church helped with our
organization, writing the By-Laws and the Church Constitution.

Under the leadership of our first pastor, Willard Buchanan,
Ledger Baptist Church was accepted into the Baptist
Association in September 1953.

Happy 70t anniversary Ledger Baptist Church!!

edger Baptist Church
September 1953—Septemper 2023
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JOIN US FOR SOME FOOD, FUN,
FELLOWSHIP AND MORE!
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GRASSY CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH
October 29 5:30 PM

m  JOIN US FOR GCBC KIDS

Begms Sunday, October Tst




