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1st 
Office CLOSED for 

New Year Holiday 
 

9th 
Pastors Conference 

@9:30 AM 

23rd 
Pastors Conference 

@ 6:30 PM 
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From the Director’s Pen 

 
What if in 2024, we took on the mind of Christ?    
 
2 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be 
likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.  3 Let nothing 
be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves. 4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also 
on the things of others. 5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But 
made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9 Wherefore 
God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every 
name:10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  Philippians 2:2-11 
 
Most scholars view this text as the Kenosis passage, which speaks of self-emptying of 
the Son of God.  Kenosis is the Greek word meaning to empty.  Does our mind reflect 
the same purpose as the mind of Jesus Christ? The one mind speaks of a selfless 
humility.  In this, we will not allow or let selfishness or conceit motivate our attitudes.  
(1)  We will walk together in love; (2) consider one another; (3) seek to help others in 
their faith; (4) regard others as more important than ourselves; and (5) give attention to 
the needs of others.   
 
Paul is getting across the idea and purpose that our spiritual lives is to consist of a 
spirit of humility and denial of self.  Many church problems stem from “full of self” and 
not “full of Christ”.  The same purpose that inspired the coming of Jesus Christ; the 
emptying of self,’ should inspire us to serve others in our churches.   
 
If we would quit looking in the mirror at ourselves and start looking out the window at 
others, the key to service will be evident in our lives.  Christ always had the attributes 
of God within Him, but He did not use them to glorify Himself.  He used them to please 
Almighty God.   
 
And  may I take this time to thank you for all you have done for Susan and me this 
year.  It has been different.  God showed up and showed out.  Your prayers, love and 
concern mean much to us both.  It is our pleasure to serve you as the Association 
Mission Strategist, but I still like DOM! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know you can sign up to receive the 
Newsletter electronically?????? 

You can email us at Mitchellbaptist28777@gmail.com and request to be 
added to the newsletter email list or you can access the Newsletter 

each month on our website– www.mymcba.org and click the link        
My MCBA Newsletter!!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Semi-Annual Associational Meeting  

will be held at  

Little Rock Creek Baptist Church 

February 26, 2024 @ 7:00 PM 

Dr. Marcus Benfield will be preaching. 
 

 

 

Liberty Hill Baptist Church... is searching for a Youth Director. The 
proposed weekly schedule will consist of Wednesday evening Bible study 
with youth sixth grade and up. Sunday schedule along with planning and 
coordinating youth activities will be included. A more detailed job 
description available upon interview.  

Contact Pastor Brent Frady 828-289-3133  

Deacon Chairman Keith Hoyle 828-385-0270 

PIANO LESSONS 

 
Ledger Baptist Church (near Mitchell High School) is offering piano lessons with a 

private piano teacher who has a music degree, a NC K-12 Music Education 

License, and 25 years experience teaching private and public music on all 

levels.  Lessons will be given at Ledger Baptist and will be provided at a reduced 

rate of $15 per half hour and $30 per hour to be paid by the student with Ledger 

Baptist paying the remainder of the teacher’s fee as an outreach to the 

surrounding areas.  All students and all ages from 4 through adult are 

welcome!  All ability levels are welcome from first time beginner through those 

seeking to pass audition requirements to be a piano major in college.  Teacher has 

helped students gain entrance as piano majors into ECU, WCU, ASU, UNCG, and 

The Royal Conservatory in London.  Emphasis can also be placed on how to be a 

church musician.  Lessons will be tailored to the goals of each student.  No 

competitions or memorization will be required unless that is part of the student’s 

goals.  The goal for young students would be to start with fundamentals and 

realize that piano is fun so they will continue to learn!  The goal for teenage and 

adult students would be to know that yes, you can learn to play piano even if you 

are a first time beginner at the age of 99!  Lessons will be Mondays, Wednesdays, 

and Thursdays 3-6pm and will be signed up on a first come first serve 

basis.  Ledger Baptist is excited to provide this opportunity to help train area 

church musicians and help piano students in the Mitchell, Yancey, Avery area!  If 

interested, text/call 919-349-3868.  We look forward to hearing from you!  

Bible Study Fellowship 
Ladies looking to go deep into God's Word? 

Come and join us this year as we dig into John's Gospel, The Truth 

An in-depth 30 week study 

 

When & Where: 

Thursday morning 10 am at Spruce Pine First Baptist Church 

Thursday evening 5:45 pm Grassy Creek Baptist Church. 

Beginning September 14th 

 

 

Sign-up at http://www.bsfinternational.org  

If you would like to talk to someone local call  

Angie Woody (828) 467-3830  or email angelawoody@bellsouth.net 

http://www.bsfinternational.org


 

 

If your church has leftover Sunday School material, Bible School 

materials, Bibles, or Devotional Books and you would like to donate 

them to Love Packages you can bring them by the Mitchell County 

Baptist Association office. We have a gentlemen who so graciously 

comes by and picks it up to deliver to this ministry. What a great way to 

recycle materials and spread the Gospel all over the world! For more 

information visit their website at lovepackages.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
5th– Rev. Jason Kritz (Crabtree Chapel Baptist Church) 

8th– Mrs. Candace Winters (Lily Branch Baptist Church) 

11th– Mrs. Michelle Rathbone (Big Crabtree Baptist Church) 

14th– Mrs. Amy Ayers (McKinney Cove Baptist Church) 

 

          

   
Pastoral Anniversaries 
 
 
 

-Rev.Jody Griffin has been the Pastor of Central Baptist 
Church since January 2014. (10 Years) 
 
-Rev. Cass Buchanan has been the Pastor of Freedom Baptist 
Church since January 23, 2011 (13 Years) 
 
-.Rev. Matthew Woody has been the Pastor of Chestnut Grove 
Baptist Church since January 23, 2022 (2 Years) 
 
-Rev. Andy Willis has been the Pastor of Western Carolina 
Church since January 30, 2022 (2 Years) 
 

 

lovepackages.org


 

 

 
 
Merry Christmas from our home to yours from Never2scarred 
Ministry/ Hope House.  
We are very thankful for everyone who has been apart of our 
ministry. So many churches, businesses,  individuals and Mitchell 
County residents have given so much love and support to us 
it's  unbelievable how God has blessed us. 
We have three members of our board that have taken on new 
roles.  Gary Robinson is now our Executive director,  Kenny 
Burleson is the Assistant director and Debbie Ford is the new 
Secretary.  We thank the ones who have served these positions in 
the past and look forward to this new year ahead.. 
Christmas will be very special for all the ladies at the Hope House 
as they celebrate with each other and the many gifts that 
supporters have  brought in for them.  
We can't forget a big thank you to our wonderful volunteers that 
give of their time to help us in various ways.  If you would like to 
become a volunteer check out our website: never2scarred.com. 
Praying for a Happy Prosperous New Year.  
God Bless each one of you! 

     
Mine Creek Baptist Church would 
like to Welcome their new Pastor 
John Luke Rathbone.  
His ordination is set for Sunday, 
December 31, 2023 @ 6:30 PM at 
Mine Creek Baptist Church  

 

Rev. Daniel Whetstine Rebels Creek Baptist Church 

Rev. Russell McKinney Roan Mountain Baptist Church 

Rev. Jonathan Thacker Silver Chapel Baptist Church 

Rev. Dean Honeycutt Snow Hill Baptist Church 

Dr. Rocky Branch Spruce Pine First Baptist Church 

Rev. Bobby Lowery Toecane Baptist Church 

Pray for the Churches who are seeking a Pastor 
 

Bear Creek Baptist Church 
 
 
Ledger Baptist Church 
 

       
Spring Creek Baptist Church 

 

 

Pastors Conference 

 

January 9, 2024 @ 9:30 AM 

 

& 

January 23, 2024 @ 6:30 PM 


