
 

 

 

THE 

MITCHELL MESSENGER 

 April 2025 
   

Volume 51                                                                            Issue 3 

March 11, 2025 

 

To whom it may concern: Mayor Phillip Hise, Spruce Pine Town council, Spruce Pine Chamber of Commerce. 

 We are Mitchell Baptist Association, and we stand for Thirty plus churches and pastors in Mitchell County. We stand 

for one third of the churches in Mitchell County and thousand plus loyal church members. You know many of us.  

 We are asking that you please do not sell Alcohol or allow alcohol at the April 5 Oliver Anthony concert. Why? 

Because: 

“To him who knows to do good, and does not do it, to him it is sin. (James 4:17)  

Many of you know what is good and have done it. You have helped Mitchell County. And we thank you for that. 

However, you know that the sale of alcohol has not provided a lot of revenue in Mitchell County. (A meager $215,745 

profit 2024 NC ABC commission Board) You know that we have a bad drug and alcohol problem in Mitchell County. 

That is why we support Mitchell County Recovery Ministry, Celebrate Recovery, and the Hope House. You know that 

domestic violence and crime stem from Alcohol and drug abuse. You know that Mr. Anthony himself struggles with  

alcohol abuse. 

 Why add insult to injury? “There’s nothing special about me. I am not a good musician, I am not a very good 

person. I have spent the last five years struggling with mental health and using alcohol to drown it” (Oliver Anthony/ 

Chris Lunsford quote) Provision of alcohol at this event is counterintuitive to the very message of the Rural Revival  

project. “Through his music, Oliver calls for unity, a return to values, and a renewed connection to faith and             

community.” (ruralrevivalproject.org) The Rural Revival Project wants to provide counseling at these events and help 

people who struggle with addictions.  Why are we allowing the very depressant alcohol that causes addiction? 

Second many Churches have contributed thousands of dollars to help Mitchell County. We have provided    

thousands of hours of man labor and resources to Mitchell County. Christian organizations’, Samaritans purse, Baptist 

on Mission, and many more have contributed and spent thousands of dollars in Mitchell County. One pastor estimated 

one million dollars in aide to our county. Volunteers’ long hours, utilities and the space that was provided to store and 

distribute all the supplies that came into Mitchell County from these generous churches. A sizable percentage of the 

aide and finances to help our people have come from churches and Christian organizations. Thousands and thousands 

of dollars and resources. And we respectfully ask this one thing not to sell alcohol at this event and you disrespect the 

churches and Pastors in our communities. 

Lastly this event could have been a homerun for Mitchell County. You could have hit a grand slam by providing 

an event that is family and faith centered. Truly thanking God for all that He has done for us. We could partner with the 

Revival Project and steer it in a way that truly recognizes where all the support, money and aid has come from as   

mentioned above. Thousands of people have recognized the goodness and provision of God during Helene, and we can 

do this without the sell of alcohol.  

The Mountain Aide Concert November 14, 2024, held at Freedom Hall in Johnson City attended by many people 

from our area raised over a million dollars in Aid without the sell of alcohol. The music concert was faith and             

family-oriented Christ centered and expressed gratefulness for all the Christian support that flowed into our mountain 

communities. Samaritans Purse and Baptist on Missions and many churches have spent thousands of dollars in our 

community. Let’s give credit where credit is due.  

We understand that Mr. Anthony has filled out the necessary paperwork to hold the event. But why is there not 

a steering committee or advisory board to direct and express the feelings of thousands of people in Mitchell County? 

Have some backbone and do what you know to be true concerning how people view revival in our area and                

acknowledging the overwhelming support of Christian organizations and churches who have been the boots on the 

ground in Mitchell County. 

“Take away from me the noise of your songs, for I will not hear the melody of your instruments” Amos 5:23 

-Mitchell Baptist Association 

 

*This Letter was sent to the Town Council of Spruce Pine and the Mitchell County 



 

 

 

 

Little Rock Creek Baptist Church 
48 Green Creek Rd. Bakersville, NC 

Hours: 

Monday& Wednesday 9:00am-5:00pm 

 
Central Baptist Church 

431 Oak Ave. Spruce Pine, NC 

Hours: 

Tuesday & Saturday 

10:00am-4:00pm 

 

 

 

 

Spruce Pine First Baptist Church 
125 Tappan St. Spruce Pine, NC 

Hours: 

Meals: Breakfast 8:00am and Supper 6:00pm 

(Take-out meals only available after 8:30am and 6:30pm) 

 

 



 

 

Rev. Matt Woody Chestnut Grove Baptist Church 

Rev. Jason Kritz Crabtree Chapel Baptist Church 

Rev. Cass Buchanan Freedom Baptist Church 

Rev.  Kent Murphy Friendship Baptist Church 

Rev. Nathan Silver  Grassy Creek Baptist Church 

Rev. Brent Frady Liberty Hill Baptist Church 

  Pray for the Churches  
who are seeking a Pastor 

 
Altapass Baptist Church 

 
 Ledger Baptist Church 

 
Pine Branch Baptist Church 

 
Western Carolina Church 

 
White Oak Baptist Church 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21st– Rev. & Mrs Jason Kritz (Crabtree Chapel Baptist Church) 

 

 

 
6th– Mrs. Sheila Griffin (Central Baptist Church) 

13th-Rev. Toby Crowder (Mount Carmel Baptist Church) 

14th– Rev. Jonathan Thacker (Silver Chapel Baptist Church) 

26th-Mrs. Janice Branch (Spruce Pine First Baptist Church) 

Pastors Conference: 

 

Tuesday, April 15th at 6:30 PM 

& 

Tuesday, April 29th at 9:30 AM 

 

     Pastoral Anniversaries 
 
-Rev. Chris Rathbone has been the Pastor of Bear Creek  
Baptist Church since April 7, 2024 (1 Year) 
-Rev. Brent Frady has been the Pastor of Liberty Hilll Baptist 
Church since April 1, 2021. (4 years) 



 

  

 

 

 

2025 

National Day of Prayer 

Mitchell County 

Thursday, May 1 

12:00 Noon 

 

Spruce Pine Main Street Pocket Park 
 

(located on Lower Street between the Wylie Building & Visitor Center) 

 

and 

6:30 p.m. 

 

Courthouse Hill in Bakersville 
 

(alternate location if bad weather: Bowman auditorium) 

 

*Please bring your own chair. 

*Come for a time of worship, music, & prayer for our communities, 

our towns and county, our state, & our nation! 

 

2025 Theme: “Pour out to The GOD of hope and be filled” 

 

2025 Scripture: “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy 

and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through 

the power of the Holy Ghost.” Romans 15:13 



 

 

 

Food or Gift Card Donations can be dropped off at  

the Mitchell Baptist Association Office 
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15th @ 6:30 
PM 

Pastors Conference 

20th Easter Holiday 

21st Office Closed Easter Monday 

29th @ 9:30 
AM 

Pastors Conference 

 

 

 


