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           A note from the Associational Missions Strategist 

 

Greetings from the “Missions Guy”, 

 

As I write this, it is not quite Thanksgiving. In fact, this week, we have just observed Veteran’s Day. 

Yet, I was in a business this week with Christmas music playing! For some folks, putting up the 

Christmas decorations would be fine just after Valentine’s Day. I’ve got nothing against Christmas 

music per se, but I like to get through Thanksgiving and THEN focus on Christmas decorations, etc. 

(I know many of you may disagree with me on this!       ) 

 

But, of course, it is because of miracle of Christmas that we can be thankful for anything. It is  

because of Christmas that we get to the Resurrection. It is because of the Virgin Birth that the One 

who was sent to die in our place could be that sinless sacrifice in our place on the cross. Any man 

born of the flesh would have his own sin to pay for, and therefore could not atone for ours.  

 

There is so much to love about Christmas but the birth of our Savior is far and above the greatest 

of them all. That is something worth singing about ALL the time, after all.  

 

My prayer for each of you this Christmas season is that you will live in that joy and share the love 

that brought Christ to earth with others this season, and all year long.    

 

In His grip, 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
As we focus on the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, would your church like to be partnered with a Southern 

Baptist Missionary? You can get to know them PERSONALLY, pray for them SPECIFICALLY, and help share 

their work UNIQUELY.  

 

Please contact me for more information.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ephesians 2:10 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained, that 

we should walk in them. 

 

Hurricane Helene changed the lives and landscape of Western North Carolina residents in September 2024. 

Baptists on Mission showed up the night after the storm to assist Mitchell County with Disaster relief. 

 

Thousands of volunteers came from as far away as Alaska to show the love of Jesus by being His hands and 

feet. Chainsaw teams removed trees off of houses and property. Other volunteers performed mud outs,  

removed flooring, wet sheetrock, and insulation from flooded homes.  

 

Many have been involved with Essential Rapid Repairs which are not a complete rebuild, but an effort to get 

families back in their homes. We have now switched gears from recovery to rebuild. Volunteers can stay at 

the Spruce Pine Rebuild Center at the old Deyton Elementary school which is now operational after being 

housed and fed at Spruce Pine First Baptist Church for 11 months. Deyton is one of 5 rebuild centers in 

Western North Carolina. It can help those in Aver, Mitchell, and Yancey counties who need help. The rebuild 

center can house and feed up to 200 volunteers with shower and laundry facilities to assist workers, as well 

as a chapel and cafeteria for spiritual and physical needs. 

 

To date, 433 homes have been completed with a goal of 1000 in the first year. If you need assistance or 

know someone who does, please come to the rebuild center at 308 Harris Street, Spruce Pine. We also need  

volunteers who can check out tools for workers, clean or do laundry, and help with any other needs at the  

rebuild center. Please contact Linda Pitman @ (828)766-9329 or go by the center to ask about how you can  

volunteer. 

Other ways to help: 
-Provide Daily Snacks for Volunteer Teams 

-In home visits 

-Administrative paperwork for closed jobs 

-Churches to cook a day or bring desserts for volunteer meals 

-Clean up Job sites 

*There will be a community open house at the rebuild center sometime in October 

What would it be like to hear Jesus say “I gave you one talent and you buried it?” 

God help us to use our talents to serve our Lord and Savior. 



 

 

Rev. Chris Renfro Big Rock Creek Baptist Church 

Rev. Jody Griffin Central Baptist Church 

Rev. Matt Woody Chestnut Grove Baptist Church 

Rev. Jason Kritz Crabtree Chapel Baptist Church 

Rev. Kent Murphy Friendship Baptist Church 

Rev. Nathan Silver Grassy Creek Baptist Church 

Due to the busy Holiday season we will not have a 

Pastors Conference in the Month of December! 

                                          Pray for the Churches  
                                                   who are seeking a Pastor: 

                                                   
                                                      Ledger Baptist Church 

 
                                                             Mine Creek Baptist Church 

 
                                                          Pine Branch Baptist Church 

 
                                                            White Oak Baptist Church 

 

                       Volunteer Opportunity– Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge 

 

 
 

Many Opportunities available. Volunteers provide Thrift Store support, Phone Calls, Bereavement Support,  

Veteran Support, and Emotional Support to patients and their families. 

If you have an interest, to serve your community please contact Rachel Willis Volunteer Coordinator for  

Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge, (828)765-5677 

 

Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your  

Father which is in heaven. 



 

 

 
 
 
Holidays are coming upon us so quickly and we have been busy going to various churches to spread the news of how the Lord has 
blessed this ministry so much on 2025. We visited several local churches, Big Rock Creek Baptist, McKinney Cove Baptist and 
the Mitchell House. Although singing and testifying have been most of our times spent at these visits we go to bless others and 
leave being blessed beyond measure. I also, went to South Fork Baptist Church in Todd, NC to share our ministry information 
with their women's group. It was such a wonderful night of sharing and delicious treats. We have now began our visits in  
November with Mt. Sinai Baptist in Wilkesboro, NC and later in the month with local church Freedom Baptist. These too have 
proved to be very supportive and willing to support God's ministry for Women in need of help. We held our Wild Game Supper on 
November 8th and Two Time Bass Masters winner, Hank Berry and his wife Tiffany shared their testimony. If anyone would like 
to know more about our ministry please know that you can visit our website at: never2scarred.com, We can always use paper 
products and  
washing pods for the ladies. Included in this newsletter is a note from our graduate lady, Josie. Please continue to send up prayers 
and words of encouragement for our ladies and this ministry.  
 
 
Thanks and Merry Christmas, Jessica Peterson  
 
 
 
My name is Josie Temple, and I am currently the house leader at Never2Scarred ministries. Being the house leader at the Hope 
House is truly an honor and privilege. I have never been a part of something so special in my life. At Never2Scarred ministries, we 
get to be a part of the building of the kingdom of God and get to witness the transformation power of Jesus Christ. I love seeing 
God transform the lives of the women that come through the doors of Never2Scarred. The reason that this ministry is so special is 
because Jesus Christ is at the center. I am a graduate of the program, and I have grown so much in my relationship with my Savior 
while being at Never2Scarred. When I was in the depths of addiction, the holidays were hard, I had completely isolated myself 
from my family and friends because my life was so consumed with drugs. I didn’t want my children and my family to see me that 
way, so I stayed away. I remember feeling so alone and in total darkness. I wanted so desperately to be with my family, but I was 
stuck in this pit that I could not get out of it on my own. BUT GOD.. Ephesians 2: 3-5 says “All of us also lived among them at 
one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of 
wrath. But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions- It is by grace that you have been saved” Now I have been set free by my Savior Jesus Christ, He has made me 
whole and given me the unconditional love I have always been searching for. He took all my pain and hurt and turned it into  
purpose. Last year was the first Christmas that I spent at Never2Scarred, and it was so special. The colors seemed so much  
brighter, it’s like God lifted a veil from my eyes, and I was able to see the beauty in life again. and I was filled with joy and peace 
that is indescribable. The outpour of support and love from the community meant so much to me. I had never felt so much love in 
my whole life. Now it is 1 year later, and God has done so many amazing things in my life, God worked through the Broken 
Wheels ministry and blessed me with a vehicle. I have been able to spend weekends with my children and my family every month. 
And this year, I get to spend Thanksgiving and Christmas with my children for the first time in 3 years. That is what My God can 
do!!! Christmas means so much to me now because it is the celebration of the birth of my Savior Jesus Christ, who came to earth 
as a babe and died for the sins of the world, so we could all be raised to new life and be set free from sin. To anyone who 
reads this, I pray that you would know that Jesus loves you so much, and you are never too far gone for Him. Call on Him and He 
will be there no matter what. He sees every tear, and He cares about what you're going through. YOU are Never2Scarred. Merry 
Christmas y'all  
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

11th– Rev. & Mrs. Matt Hughes (Altapass Baptist Church) 

21st– Rev. & Mrs. Gene Self (Grassy Creek Baptist Church Youth Pastor) 

 

 

 

 
 

3rd– Rev. Brent Frady (Liberty Hill Baptist Church) 

14th– Mrs. Janice Woody (Chestnut Grove Baptist Church) 

20th-  Rev. Kent Murphy (Friendship Baptist Church) 

26th– Mrs. Susie Bryant (Spring Creek Baptist Church) 

 

 

                                 Pastoral Anniversaries 
 
-Pastor Toby Crowder has been the Pastor of Mount Carmel Baptist 

Church since December 17, 2017 (8 Years) 

 

-Rev. Daniel Whetstine has been the Pastor of Rebels Creek Baptist 

Church since December 2020 (5 Years) 



 

 
12-Day Adventure to Israel & Jordan 

with Dr. Bob Garbett 
 

July 2nd– July 13, 2026 
Join us on the journey of a lifetime as we explore the land of the Bible. We will follow in the footsteps of  
Jesus and his disciples as we travel through the Holy Land, where our Messiah lived and worked miracles. 
Watch the Scriptures come to life as you visit places like Bethlehem, Jericho, the Mount of Olives, the Sea 
of Galilee, and Jerusalem. Float in the Dead Sea, discover Masada, marvel at Petra, and gaze upon the 
Valley of Armageddon. This trip will be an incredible spiritual experience that will forever change how you 
read, study, and understand the Scriptures. Reserve your spot today!  

 
Please visit the link below for more details 

 
                                                    https://www.signaturetours.com/BGarbett26 

 

 



 

 

The Mitchell Baptist Association office will be CLOSED  
December 24th, 2025– January 1, 2026  

for the Christmas  & New Year’s Holiday 
We will resume regular business hours on Monday January 5, 2026. 
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December 24th–  
January 1st MBA OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 


