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           A note from the Associational Missions Strategist 

Here we are in February, between the mission focus and offering for International 

Missions with the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and the Annie Armstrong Easter 

Offering for North American Missions. These offerings are a way to GIVE so others 

can dedicate their lives to answer the special call and gifting God has given them to 

serve as vocational missionaries. We should thank God for His call and their  

answering. But there is more we can do – there is more we ALL can do. 

 

William Carey, a missionary to India, in the late 17 to early 1800’s said this, “I will 

go down into the pit, if you will hold the rope.” One of the most significant ways we 

can “hold the rope” is to pray. Most of us can give, some of us can go – but ALL of us 

can pray. 

 

We can pray for the health and encouragement of the missionaries and their fami-

lies. We can pray for opportunities for Gospel engagements. Here is a link you may 

use to find more ways to pray www.ncbaptist.org/praying-for-missionaries . Won’t 

you commit to “hold the rope” for our missionaries today? 

 

Thank you for all you do for the Kingdom in Mitchell County! 
 

In His grip, 
 

 

 

 

 

“The Missions Guy” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ephesians 2:10 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained, that 

we should walk in them. 

 

Hurricane Helene changed the lives and landscape of Western North Carolina residents in September 2024. 

Baptists on Mission showed up the night after the storm to assist Mitchell County with Disaster relief. 

 

Thousands of volunteers came from as far away as Alaska to show the love of Jesus by being His hands and 

feet. Chainsaw teams removed trees off of houses and property. Other volunteers performed mud outs,  

removed flooring, wet sheetrock, and insulation from flooded homes.  

 

Many have been involved with Essential Rapid Repairs which are not a complete rebuild, but an effort to get 

families back in their homes. We have now switched gears from recovery to rebuild. Volunteers can stay at 

the Spruce Pine Rebuild Center at the old Deyton Elementary school which is now operational after being 

housed and fed at Spruce Pine First Baptist Church for 11 months. Deyton is one of 5 rebuild centers in 

Western North Carolina. It can help those in Aver, Mitchell, and Yancey counties who need help. The rebuild 

center can house and feed up to 200 volunteers with shower and laundry facilities to assist workers, as well 

as a chapel and cafeteria for spiritual and physical needs. 

 

To date, 433 homes have been completed with a goal of 1000 in the first year. If you need assistance or 

know someone who does, please come to the rebuild center at 308 Harris Street, Spruce Pine. We also need  

volunteers who can check out tools for workers, clean or do laundry, and help with any other needs at the  

rebuild center. Please contact Linda Pitman @ (828)766-9329 or go by the center to ask about how you can  

volunteer. 

Other ways to help: 
-Provide Daily Snacks for Volunteer Teams 

-In home visits 

-Administrative paperwork for closed jobs 

-Churches to cook a day or bring desserts for volunteer meals 

-Clean up Job sites 

*There will be a community open house at the rebuild center sometime in October 

What would it be like to hear Jesus say “I gave you one talent and you buried it?” 

God help us to use our talents to serve our Lord and Savior. 



 

 

Rev. Russell McKinney Roan Mountain Baptist Church 

Rev. Jonathan Thacker Silver Chapel Baptist Church 

Rev. Dean Honeycutt Snow Hill Baptist Church 

Rev. Kelly Bryant Spring Creek Baptist Church 

Dr. Rocky Branch Spruce Pine First Baptist Church 

Rev. Bobby Lowery Toecane Baptist Church 

                                          Pray for the Churches  
                                                   who are seeking a Pastor: 

                                                   Ledger Baptist Church 
 

                                                             Mine Creek Baptist Church 
 

                                                          Pine Branch Baptist Church 

Pastors Conference 

 

February 17, 2026 

 

10:00 AM 



 

 

NEVER2SCARRED MINISTRY HAS BEGUN 2026 IN A BIG WAY! WE HAVE STARTED OUR VISITS TO LO-
CAL CHURCHES AND PRESENTED OUR PROGRAMS WITH THE MEMBERS. WE RECENTLY VISITED 
MINE CREEK BAPTIST ANDFIRST BAPTIST OF BAKERSVILLE. AT OUR VISITS WE PRESENT THE GOS-
PEL THROUGH WORDS AND SONGS. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN US VISITING YOUR CHURCH PLEASE 
CONTACT JESSICA PETERSON AT 828-385-2870.  
 
VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO COME AND DO PROGRAMS WITH THE  
LADIES ON THEIR OPEN DAYS. PLEASE CONSIDER BECOMING A PART OF THIS  
MINISTRY WITH DONATIONS TO OUR WORK FOR THE LORD. AGAIN, CONTACT JESSICA IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO HAVE US COME JOIN IN YOUR CHURCH ACTIVITIES. 

 
The ministry has the following needs: Needs: tampons Regular & Super, Paper Towels, 13 gallon trash bags, 4 small 
bathrooms trash cans, Damp rid big buckets, pocket paper protectors (clear), 3 rings plastic folders w/clear front sleeve, 
Melatonin, Magnesium, Toilet paper 



 

 

 

 

 
 
15th– Rev. Matt Woody– Chestnut Grove Baptist Church 

16th– Rev. Mike Rathbone– Big Crabtree Baptist Church 

27th– Mrs. Jennifer Beck– Little Rock Creek Baptist 

 
                    Pastoral Anniversaries 
• Rev. Kent Murphy has been the Pastor of Friendship Baptist Church since 

February 2016. (10 Years) 

• Rev. Mark McKinney has been the Pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church since 

February 21, 2016. (10 years) 

• Rev. Jason Kritz has been the Pastor of Crabtree Chapel Baptist Church 

since February 11, 2018. (8 Years) 

• Rev. Bobby Lowery has been the Pastor of Toecane Baptist Church since Feb-



 

 

February 23, 2026 

 

White Oak  

Baptist Church 

Bakersville, NC 

 

7:00 PM 

Mitchell Baptist Association 



 

  

White Oak Baptist Church 
Would like to Welcome 

their New Pastor 
 

Rev. Jeff Brewer 
and wife 

Beth Brewer 
 

Please pray for this church 
and their new pastor as they begin 

this ministry journey together! 
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January 12th 
@ 6:30 PM Pastors Conference  

 

 


