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           A note from the Associational Missions Strategist 

 

  

 

A year ago, we were reeling from the effects of hurricane Helene. There was much devastation and 

yet, there were faithful souls who were showing up to help – and they are continuing to do so. 

There was damage to homes that had to be torn out and hauled off so that repairs could be made. 

There were repair jobs to be identified, cataloged, and  

scheduled. There were communication and computer systems which needed to be set up. There 

were folks needing to be fed. There were loads of laundry to be done and folks were needing  

showers. There were those who had suffered loss and were hurting who needed prayer and lost 

people who needed the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

People poured in from all over the country to meet those needs – and more. Those were rare times 

for us, but disasters happen all the time and NC Baptists on Mission are ready to go do these tasks 

– sometimes in NC, at times in other places.  

 

These folks don’t just “show up out of the blue.” They are prepared and trained to run shower units, 

provide family care, serve as chaplains, and all those tasks mentioned above. There will be training 

conducted this spring to prepare folks to meet those needs. Would you pray about attending one 

of these training sessions? Dates, locations, and  

training topics can be found at  

  https://baptistsonmission.org/Training/Disaster-Relief-Training  

 

Thank you for all you do for the Kingdom in Mitchell County! 

 

In His grip, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Would your church like to be partnered with a Southern Baptist Missionary? You can get to know 

them PERSONALLY, pray for them SPECIFICALLY, and help share their work UNIQUELY.  Please 

contact me for more information.   

https://baptistsonmission.org/Training/Disaster-Relief-Training


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ephesians 2:10 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained, that 

we should walk in them. 

 

Hurricane Helene changed the lives and landscape of Western North Carolina residents in September 2024. 

Baptists on Mission showed up the night after the storm to assist Mitchell County with Disaster relief. 

 

Thousands of volunteers came from as far away as Alaska to show the love of Jesus by being His hands and 

feet. Chainsaw teams removed trees off of houses and property. Other volunteers performed mud outs,  

removed flooring, wet sheetrock, and insulation from flooded homes.  

 

Many have been involved with Essential Rapid Repairs which are not a complete rebuild, but an effort to get 

families back in their homes. We have now switched gears from recovery to rebuild. Volunteers can stay at 

the Spruce Pine Rebuild Center at the old Deyton Elementary school which is now operational after being 

housed and fed at Spruce Pine First Baptist Church for 11 months. Deyton is one of 5 rebuild centers in 

Western North Carolina. It can help those in Aver, Mitchell, and Yancey counties who need help. The rebuild 

center can house and feed up to 200 volunteers with shower and laundry facilities to assist workers, as well 

as a chapel and cafeteria for spiritual and physical needs. 

 

To date, 433 homes have been completed with a goal of 1000 in the first year. If you need assistance or 

know someone who does, please come to the rebuild center at 308 Harris Street, Spruce Pine. We also need  

volunteers who can check out tools for workers, clean or do laundry, and help with any other needs at the  

rebuild center. Please contact Linda Pitman @ (828)766-9329 or go by the center to ask about how you can  

volunteer. 

Other ways to help: 
-Provide Daily Snacks for Volunteer Teams 

-In home visits 

-Administrative paperwork for closed jobs 

-Churches to cook a day or bring desserts for volunteer meals 

-Clean up Job sites 

*There will be a community open house at the rebuild center sometime in October 

What would it be like to hear Jesus say “I gave you one talent and you buried it?” 

God help us to use our talents to serve our Lord and Savior. 



 

 

Rev. Brent Frady Liberty Hill Baptist Church 

Rev. Will Winters Lily Branch Baptist Church 

Rev. Keith Beck  Little Rock Creek Baptist Church 

Rev. Todd Ayers McKinney Cove Baptist Church 

Rev. Toby Crowder Mount Carmel Baptist Church 

Rev. Daniel Whetstine Rebels Creek Baptist Church 

Pastors Conference 

 

January 12, 2026 

 

6:30 PM 

                                          Pray for the Churches  
                                                   who are seeking a Pastor: 

                                                   
                                                      Ledger Baptist Church 

 
                                                             Mine Creek Baptist Church 

 
                                                          Pine Branch Baptist Church 

 
                                                            White Oak Baptist Church 



 

 

 
 

December has been a very exciting month here at Never2Scarred, aka Hope House. We 
have been busy with lots of Christmas gatherings with local churches in the community. 
We have been showered with many blessings. We had a great family day and were able to 
share Christmas with our kids, make gingerbread houses, eat some yummy snacks and 
share quality time with family. We also were able to share in song at Journey to a Manger, 
which was a great blessing for the ladies. We were also able to host a volunteer party for 
all the volunteers at Never2Scarred, along with our board members. We would like to 
thank the community for all your love, support , and prayers as we are excited to start the 
new year out with Jesus and our sobriety.   
  

Merry Christmas & Blessings on The New Year,  
 
Jessica Williams Peterson 
 
 
For More information on never2scarred or if you are interested in supporting the ladies,  
volunteering at the house, go to never2scarred.com  



 

 

 

 

 
 

5th– Rev. Jason Kritz (Crabtree Chapel Baptist Church) 

8th-Mrs. Candace Winters (Lily Branch Baptist Church) 

11th-Mrs. Michelle Rathbone (Big Crabtree Baptist Church) 

14th– Mrs. Amy Ayers (McKinney Cove Baptist Church) 

 
                     Pastoral Anniversaries 
 

 
-Rev. Jody Griffin has been the Pastor of Centeral 

Baptist Church since January 2014 (12 Years) 

 

-Rev. Matt Woody has been the Pastor of Chesnut 

Grove Baptist Church Since  

January 23, 2022. (4 Years) 
 
 



 

 
12-Day Adventure to Israel & Jordan 

with Dr. Bob Garbett 
 

July 2nd– July 13, 2026 
Join us on the journey of a lifetime as we explore the land of the Bible. We will follow in the footsteps of  
Jesus and his disciples as we travel through the Holy Land, where our Messiah lived and worked miracles. 
Watch the Scriptures come to life as you visit places like Bethlehem, Jericho, the Mount of Olives, the Sea 
of Galilee, and Jerusalem. Float in the Dead Sea, discover Masada, marvel at Petra, and gaze upon the 
Valley of Armageddon. This trip will be an incredible spiritual experience that will forever change how you 
read, study, and understand the Scriptures. Reserve your spot today!  

 
Please visit the link below for more details 

 
                                                    https://www.signaturetours.com/BGarbett26 

 



 

 
JANUARY 10th, 2026 

              (Serves at 8:00 AM) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

START 2026 WITH THE 

BEST BREAKFAST IN TOWN! 

EVERY 2ND SATURDAY 

EVERY MONTH! 
                   (NOT JUST FOR MEN!) 

All donations will  benefit local mis-

sions. 
 

January 20th, 2026. 
1:30 – 6:00 PM 

First Baptist Church 
Fellowship Hall 

Go online or call SP FBC 828-
765-9411 to schedule your ap-

pointment time today! 
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January 12th 
@ 6:30 PM Pastors Conference  

 

 


