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A note from the Associational Missions Strategist

Just a few days ago, as we were struggling through ice and snow induced cabin fever, many
were waiting for the appearance of the weather forecasting rodent Punxsutawney Phil. They
were asking, “Will he see his shadow?” “Will winter soon be over?” “Will we all freeze to death
before spring arrives?” That may sound silly, but we all know it is national news every February
2 nd . A few years back they even made a movie about the event! That’s a whole lot of attention
on something we all know really doesn’t matter.

But think about something which does matter - and it matters a lot - not just one day a year,
but EVERY day of EVERY year - people are watching you and l. As Christians, they look to see
how we talk, how we act, how we respond, what we say, what we post on our social media,
what we “like” on others’ social media.

And it isn’t to see what the weather will be, they are watching to see if we are for real. Are we
for real when it comes to living and loving like the Savior whose hame we bear. Are we for real
when it comes to walking the walk and not just talking the talk. These things matter and they
matter in a big way. Is our testimony for real or are we just playing at being a follower of Christ?
My prayer for each of us is that we will authentically live for Christ in such a way that we are
the salt and light He has called us to be.

In His grip,
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“The Missions Guy”
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Psalm 28:7

2026 National Day of Prayer

Mitchell County observance
Thursday, May 7 at Riverside Park at 12:00 noon
Theme: "Glorify God Among the Nations - Seeking Him in All Generations"
Scripture: 1 Chronicles 16:24
*Please bring a chair & help share the news!*

A special year...75th annual observance & the 250th birthday of our nation.
"This coming May, we don't just want to gather - we want to ignite a
nationwide 'Nehemiah Moment' - a rededication of our nation to God."
(President of the National Day of Prayer Task Force)

***Please help us pray: we need a large tent to use at Riverside Parkfor this event.* **

If you have a tent, please contact Monica Henley Kritz at (828) 765-8789




Rev. Jim Sutton Western Carolina Church

Rev. Jeff Brewer White Oak Baptist Church
Rev. Matt Hughes Altapass Baptist Church

Rev. Chris Rathbone Bear Creek Baptist Church
Rev. Brandon Pitman Beaver Creek Baptist Church
Rev. Steve Williams Berry Chapel Baptist Church

Pray for the Churches
who are seeking a Pastor:
Ledger Baptist Church
Mine Creek Baptist Church
PASTORAL
SEARCH COMMITTEE Pine Branch Baptist Church

Pastors Conference

March 10, 2026
@
6:30 PM
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We started off the new year sharing in song and testimonies, at Mine Creek Baptist
Church, Bakersville Baptist.

The ladies have been busy diving into new studies with our volunteers. “Forgive what
you can’t forget”, “Restore my heart”, “Ladies of the Bible”, “Experience For-
giveness”, Bible journaling. They also enjoy praise and worship on Fridays.

Let’s not forget all the ice and snow we’ve had this month. The ladies have enjoyed
sledding and moments of just being able to be still.

The ladies also enjoyed a blessed time on family day, getting to reunite with parents, kids,
and siblings. These moments are so special because it’s only Christ who can heal and
restore these relationships.

I would like to say a special thanks to our community for showing so much love to the
ladies at never2scarred Ministry. This ministry would not be possible without the love,
support, and prayers this community has shown and is showing.

If you are interested in having Never Too Scarred to come and share in song and
testimony, please contact Jessica Peterson at 828-467-7243 or by email

at Never2Scarredministry(@gmail.com. We would love to come out and share with you
the love of Christ and what he is doing here at Never2Scarred a.k.a. The Hope House.

If you were interested in donating to keep Hope alive, you can go
to never2scarred.com or if you would like to help with things needed visit our Amazon
wish list as we are always in need of toilet paper, paper towels, cleaning products.

If you are interested in being a part of Never2Scarred you can go online
at never2scarred.com or contact Jessica Peterson At 828-467-7243.

If you know someone who is in need of help and the love of Christ our residence
application is found on never2scarred.com

Jessica Williams Peterson
Director/Founder
Never2scarredministry(@gmail.com

828-467-7243




THIS MONTH

28th- Rev. Gene Self (Grassy CreekBaptist Church Youth Pastor)

11th- Rev. & Mrs. Steve Williams (Berry Chapel Baptist Church)

25th- Rev. & Mrs. Toby Crowder (Mt. Carmel Baptist Church)

-Rev. Mike Rathbone has been the Pastor of Big Crabtree Baptist
Church since March 2009. (17 Years)




TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST _ 252 rioce ro

SPRUCE PINE NC

TABERNACLE ‘ 28777
¥

SERVICES AT 7:00PM NIGHTLY Preaching Nightly
IR. MIKE BAGWEL

For information call: 828-284-5684



Spruce Pine First Baptist Church

125 Tappan Street, Spruce Pine, NC Ph: (828) 765-9411

SPEAK
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CONFERENCE
ACTS 4:20

APRIL 11TH a S | |
8:30 {\:\1 - 2:00 PM % SP FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
[EENS 6TH GRADE s MARCH 14TH AT 8:00 AM

Be encouraged to recognize ( BEST BREAKFAST IN TOWN!

what God has done in your life
and confidently speak out for Christ
at school, at home, and in everyday life.
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Red Cross @

SHARE YOUR
[UCKY CHARM.

Give blood for those in need.

Blood Drive
Spruce Pine Community & y
First Baptist Church Bl B AR i o)
Fellowship Hall '

125 Tappan Street
Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Tuesday, March 17, 2026
1:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

To make an appointment or for more information,
please call 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767)
or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter
Sponsor Code "SprucePine".

Bring your Red Cross Donor Card or Photo ID.
Walk-Ins are welcome, appointments honored first!

~ oY%
2 Give in March for a $15 Gift Card by email & success: ful ey
N donations get A1C testing! reblood.org/March 2

RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | Red( Blooc 3 | Download the Blood D

'l"'l‘ I Iempleton Tours Inc. 2=
1-800-334-2630
www.tem

pletontours.com
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