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A note from the Associational Missions Strategist

Greetings from the “Missions Guy”,

| just returned from a mission trip to the Highlands of Scotland. It is so wonderful to see God at
work there! We are told that less than 2% of Scotland is evangelical Christian. Please read that
again - less than 2% is Christian.

Hope Church Aviemore in the Highlands area was planted in part by a partnership with Avery
Baptist Association about 4 years ago. Its beginnings were a bit delayed because of Covid, but it
is now a very healthy, growing church with about 50 in attendance each week - many of them
young families with children! We were able to witness the baptism of two new believers while
we there.

We were so blessed by their hospitality, genuine Christian love and fellowship.

My hope is that we, as Mitchell Baptist Association, will grow ever stronger in a vision for
impacting lostness both here at home and in the “uttermost parts of the earth.” Scotland is still
ripe for the Gospel (that 2% is declining due to the age of many believers). If not there, maybe
someplace else, as followers of Christ, we are to be about the Father’s business. If you'd like
more information, just want to talk about the possibilities, or have ideas for a different project,
please let me know.

In His grip,
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ALSO - would your church like to be partnered with a Southern Baptist Missionary? You can get
to know them PERSONALLY, pray for them SPECIFICALLY, and help share their work UNIQUELY.
Please contact me for more information.




Ephesians 2:10

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained, that
we should walk in them.

Hurricane Helene changed the lives and landscape of Western North Carolina residents in September 2024.
Baptists on Mission showed up the night after the storm to assist Mitchell County with Disaster relief.

Thousands of volunteers came from as far away as Alaska to show the love of Jesus by being His hands and
feet. Chainsaw teams removed trees off of houses and property. Other volunteers performed mud outs,
removed flooring, wet sheetrock, and insulation from flooded homes.

Many have been involved with Essential Rapid Repairs which are not a complete rebuild, but an effort to get
families back in their homes. We have now switched gears from recovery to rebuild. Volunteers can stay at
the Spruce Pine Rebuild Center at the old Deyton Elementary school which is now operational after being
housed and fed at Spruce Pine First Baptist Church for 11 months. Deyton is one of 5 rebuild centers in
Western North Carolina. It can help those in Aver, Mitchell, and Yancey counties who need help. The rebuild
center can house and feed up to 200 volunteers with shower and laundry facilities to assist workers, as well
as a chapel and cafeteria for spiritual and physical needs.

To date, 433 homes have been completed with a goal of 1000 in the first year. If you need assistance or
know someone who does, please come to the rebuild center at 308 Harris Street, Spruce Pine. We also need
volunteers who can check out tools for workers, clean or do laundry, and help with any other needs at the
rebuild center. Please contact Linda Pitman @ (828)766-9329 or go by the center to ask about how you can
volunteer.

Other ways to help:

-Provide Daily Snacks for Volunteer Teams

-In home visits

-Administrative paperwork for closed jobs

-Churches to cook a day or bring desserts for volunteer meals

-Clean up Job sites

*There will be a community open house at the rebuild center sometime in October

What would It be llke to hear Jesus say “I gave you one talent and you burled It?”
God help us to use our talents to serve our Lord and Savior.

Any questions please call the site at 910-857-8978
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Rev. Matt Hughes Altapass Baptist Church
Rev. Chris Rathbone Bear Creek Baptist Church
Rev. Brandon Pitman Beaver Creek Baptist Church
Rev. Steve Williams Berry Chapel Baptist Church
Dr. Mark McKinney Bethlehem Baptist Church
Rev. Mike Rathbone Big Crabtree Baptist Church
Pray for the Churches
who are seeking a Pastor:
Ledger Baptist Church
— Mine Creek Baptist Church
PASTORAL
SEARCH COMMITTEE Pine Branch Baptist Church
White Oak Baptist Church

Pastor’s Conference
November 17, 2025
@ 9:30 AM

Volunteer Opportunity- Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge

Many Opportunities available. Volunteers provide Thrift Store support, Phone Calls, Bereavement Support,
Veteran Support, and Emotional Support to patients and their families.

If you have an interest, to serve your community please contact Rachel Willis Volunteer Coordinator for
Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge, (828)765-5677

Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven.
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God is really blessings us in so many ways. September was just as busy as other months in the past. We
visited quite a few local churches that are in support of the ministry. The month began with Lily

Branch Baptist, White Oak Baptist, Roan Mountain Baptist, and Big Crab Tree Baptist. We thank each
church for their commitment to support us and allowing many of the ladies to share in testimony and
song. We were welcomed with so many gracious people and fed a wonderful meal afterwards with
several. We are available to share with others if scheduled a head of time.

Activities in September include attending the Grateful Girls Gathering in Spruce Pine on September 20. It
was a women’s conference that brings women together as Christian women experience amazing speakers,
Bible sessions, lunch and praise & worship times. We were able to attend the first half of the conference
and then travel to Marion for the Recovery Rally.

This year’s Recovery Rally was in Marion with Seth Addison as special music. McDowell partnership
substance awareness, Mission Ministries Alliances, Freedom Life and many other venders participated
and there was a great outcome of people attended. It was a wonderful day of food, music and new
friendships started. The support from many ministries in our area and others from churches elsewhere in
N.C. It was a fun filled day to rejoice and witness God’s wonderful love.

We had a BBQ fundraiser on September 26- at Ledger Fire Dept. It was a sell out even before we got
started. Bear Creek Baptist provided many pound cakes for the dessert. We were suppose to start at 11:00
am because of the preorders we ran out before 11:00. God provides when we have needs.

WILD GAME DINNER will be one of our biggest fundraisers this year. On November 8, 6:00pm we will
have a meal fit for a king. Turkey, rabbit, deer, maybe bear and other meats will be shared with all who
attend. There will be raftles, singing, lots of food (all you can eat) at this event. Donations will

be accepted at the door and all proceeds go to Never2scarred Ministry.

Donations Loved Ones of Addicts
Accepted Support Group

at the

Door Berry Chapel Baptist, Spruce Pine

This 10-week confidential group is for anyone
struggling with a loved one’s drug or alcohol

: s addiction. Each week we discuss a section of the
WIlﬂ Gﬂmc Dlnner book, Stop Prolonging Your Loved One’s Addiction.
November 8, 2025 We pray for one another and our loved ones.

eS\- 6 pm G"eSt
“aﬁ“ Speak As a parent of two children that have fought against
.. . ‘ cr/ addiction for many, many years | too need support
Berry Chanel BADHSI S, from others experiencing this issue.
280 Chapel Street, Spruce Pine, NC

-Great Food - Great Time - Great Cause

For More Information Call:
Jessica at 828-385-2870 or Mark at 828-385-0232

¥

All Proceeds Benefit NeverzScarred Ministries

Contact Beverly Williams at 828-3852722 if you are
interested in joining our group.




29th- Mrs. Leslie Crowder (Mt. Carmel Baptist Church)

*

&W , !

Q//{ e

it a6y
FUMe=

9th- Rev. & Mrs. Mark Mckinney (Bethlehem Baptist Church)
22nd- Dr. & Mrs. Rocky Branch (Spruce Pine First Baptist Church)

s 7 ot
-Rev. Kelly Bryant has been the pastor of Spring Creek
Baptist Church since November 24, 2024. ( 1 Year)

OCC COLLECTION WEEK DATES AT
SP FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
125 Tappan Street, Spruce Pine, NC
Monday, November 17th -
Monday, November 24th
7:00 am - 7:00 pm
FIRM DEADLINE: Monday,
November 24th at 2:00 PM
(After deadline you will need to take your shoeboxes
to the Boone Samaritan’'s Purse location.)




12-Day Adventure to Israel & Jordan
with Dr. Bob Garbett

July 2nd- July 13, 2026
Join us on the journey of a lifetime as we explore the land of the Bible. We will follow in the footsteps of
Jesus and his disciples as we travel through the Holy Land, where our Messiah lived and worked miracles.
Watch the Scriptures come to life as you visit places like Bethlehem, Jericho, the Mount of Olives, the Sea
of Galilee, and Jerusalem. Float in the Dead Sea, discover Masada, marvel at Petra, and gaze upon the
Valley of Armageddon. This trip will be an incredible spiritual experience that will forever change how you
read, study, and understand the Scriptures. Reserve your spot today!

Please visit the link below for more details

https://www.signaturetours.com/BGarbett26

‘e 4 Veterans Appreciation

(//70/% (‘//0// November 11, 2025 -8 AM
VETERANS Honoring Those That SERVED

A meal for you and your family !
Where: Little Rock Creek Baptist Church
When: November 8, 2025

Time: 1:00 PM
Join us for a meal as we say thank you for -
yOuF service to our country First Baptist Church 125 Tappan St,
Please RSVP @ (828)850-0862 or (828)734-0057 Spruce Pine 4 more info call 765-9411

Breakfast Menu: Biscuits, Gravy,
Bacon, Sausage, Eggs, Pancakes,
Apple Sauce

Special Speaker:
Dr. Bob Garbett

Please invite all Veterans and their families and
also those who are widows or widowers who
have had their spouse to graduate into Glory!




Thanksgiving
for the Faithful

Sunday, November 16, 2025 @ 2:30 PM
Here @ SPFBC

JOIN US!!

We want to celebrate all of YOU
and your unwavering support |
of our community and church

during Hurricane Helene.
More details to come...

How Do |l Sign Up~?

Altapass Baptist Church
3631 Altapass Hwy
Spruce Pine, NC 28777-5517

Registration Information
The cost per child for Basketball is $85.
The cost per child for Cheerleading is $85.

Deadline for Registration is Dec. 13, 2025.

Evaluation and Orientation

Evaluations will be held at Altapass Baptist
Church Family Life Center.

Nov. 8, 2025 Boys and Girls grades K-7.
Nov. 15, 2025 Boys and Girls grades 8-12.
Times are between 10:00 am and 1:00 pm.

Evaluation for each child is approx. 20
minutes.

First practice the week of January 5th, 2026.

First game Feb. 7, 2026.

Who Do | Contact

Contact Name: Denny Woody
Contact Email: dennywoody44@gmail.com
Contact Phone: 828-385-0266
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BBQ )

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH, 2025

SPRUCE PINE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
125 W. TAPPAN ST.
4PM-7PM

PLATES INCLUDE: BBQ, CHIPS, SLAW,
BAKED BEANS, DRINK

$12

ALL PROCEEDS SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY
RESOURCE COUNCIL OF AVERY/MITCHELL CORRECTIONAL
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Give Blood

Blood Drive

Spruce Pine Community
First Baptist Church

Fellowship Hall
125 Tappan Street
Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Tuesday, November 11, 2025
1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

American
Red Cross
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17th

Pastor's Conference

@ 3:30 AM

26th

Office CLOSED for
Thanksgiving Holiday
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