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           A note from the Associational Missions Strategist 

 
October is “Pastor Appreciation Month.” When I served as a pastor, there were expressions of  

appreciation shown to me throughout the year. I would come in and find a note from one of the 

kids in the church or a drawing of me one had done (I hope those drawings were from the kids!) 

slipped under the door of my study. Different families would invite us to their homes for dinner, 

birthday gatherings, family reunions and other events. Those times were so very special. 

 

But then… Oh, but then there were times when I felt like Elijah. There were those moments when I 

wanted to cry out, “Am I the only one out here doing battle for You, Lord?!” One of Satan’s greatest 

tools against the Believer is discouragement. How he must delight when that weapon finds, and 

takes hold, of the heart of a pastor. 

 

So, Church Member, remember this throughout the year. Maybe you can put a random reminder on 

your phone several times a year to encourage the heart of your pastor. One of those encouraging 

words, a note, any small expression of gratitude – and most of all PRAY for him and his family. 

Don’t just make it for the month of October – 11 months is a long time between expressions of 

gratitude and love.  

 

Pastor, when those dark days come, remember to look to God and listen for His still small voice. It 

is only in Him and through Him that we find ourselves refreshed, renewed, and recharged for the 

journey ahead – for the task of being a pastor is indeed too great for us on our own, but if He has 

called us to it, He will with us through it. I encourage you to read and mark up your Bible (if you 

haven’t already done so) in I Kings 19 where we find Elijah’s story. How awesome it is to remember 

that, while we might not be Elijah, God is still the same God! I guess I better go before I start to 

preach! 

 

In His grip, 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ephesians 2:10 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained, that we 

should walk in them. 

 

Hurricane Helene changed the lives and landscape of Western North Carolina residents in September 2024. 

Baptists on Mission showed up the night after the storm to assist Mitchell County with Disaster relief. 

 

Thousands of volunteers came from as far away as Alaska to show the love of Jesus by being His hands and feet. 

Chainsaw teams removed trees off of houses and property. Other volunteers performed mud outs, removed  

flooring, wet sheetrock, and insulation from flooded homes.  

 

Many have been involved with Essential Rapid Repairs which are not a complete rebuild, but an effort to get 

families back in their homes. We have now switched gears from recovery to rebuild. Volunteers can stay at the 

Spruce Pine Rebuild Center at the old Deyton Elementary school which is now operational after being housed 

and fed at Spruce Pine First Baptist Church for 11 months. Deyton is one of 5 rebuild centers in Western North 

Carolina. It can help those in Aver, Mitchell, and Yancey counties who need help. The rebuild center can house 

and feed up to 200 volunteers with shower and laundry facilities to assist workers, as well as a chapel and  

cafeteria for spiritual and physical needs. 

 

To date, 433 homes have been completed with a goal of 1000 in the first year. If you need assistance or know 

someone who does, please come to the rebuild center at 308 Harris Street, Spruce Pine. We also need  

volunteers who can check out tools for workers, clean or do laundry, and help with any other needs at the  

rebuild center. Please contact Linda Pitman @ (828)766-9329 or go by the center to ask about how you can  

volunteer. 

Other ways to help: 
-Provide Daily Snacks for Volunteer Teams 

-In home visits 

-Administrative paperwork for closed jobs 

-Churches to cook a day or bring desserts for volunteer meals 

-Clean up Job sites 

*There will be a community open house at the rebuild center sometime in October 

What would it be like to hear Jesus say “I gave you one talent and you buried it?” 

God help us to use our talents to serve our Lord and Savior. 

                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                        Workday at the Mitchell Baptist Association  Office 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             October 11, 2025 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        9:00 AM 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

                                                  Please share with your churches and come out and help if you can! 
 



 

 

Rev. Russell McKinney Roan Mountain Baptist Church 

Rev. Jonathan Thacker Silver Chapel Baptist Church 

Rev. Dean Honeycutt Snow Hill Baptist Church 

Rev. Kelly Bryant Spring Creek Baptist Church 

Dr. Rocky Branch Spruce Pine First Baptist Church 

Rev. Bobby Lowery Toecane Baptist Church 

                                          Pray for the Churches  
                                                   who are seeking a Pastor 

 
                                                          Ledger Baptist Church 

 
                                                          Pine Branch Baptist Church 

 
                                                  White Oak Baptist Church 

 

Pastor’s Conference 

October 20, 2025 

@ 6:30 PM 

 

                       Volunteer Opportunity– Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge 

 

 
 

Many Opportunities available. Volunteers provide Thrift Store support, Phone Calls, Bereavement Support,  

Veteran Support, and Emotional Support to patients and their families. 

If you have an interest, to serve your community please contact Rachel Willis Volunteer Coordinator for  

Hospice and Palliative Care of the Blue Ridge, (828)765-5677 

 

Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your  

Father which is in heaven. 



 

 

Never2Scarred Ministry, a women’s faith-based recovery ministry and registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Our  
mission is to walk with women out of addiction and brokenness into the freedom and new life that can only be 
found in Jesus Christ. 
 
Every day, we see God’s power at work: chains of addiction broken, families restored, and women who once 
felt hopeless now standing firm in faith. By providing safe housing, biblical discipleship, counseling, and life 
skills training, we help women not only overcome addiction but also discover their true identity in Christ. 
 
One of the most beautiful parts of this ministry is that the women pay nothing for the entire time they are in 
the program. We believe freedom in Christ is a gift, and we want them to experience that grace without  
financial barriers. Every meal, every counseling session, every Bible study, and every step toward recovery is 
provided at no cost to them.  
 
We cannot do this alone. As we continue to grow, we need partners who will come alongside us in prayer and 
financial support.  
 
Your generosity will allow us to: 
-Provide Bibles, discipleship materials, and Christ-centered counseling. 
-Cover housing, meals, and daily living needs for women in recovery. 
-Offer education, job training, and tools for lifelong freedom. 
Your gift—no matter the size—makes an eternal difference. Because we are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, every  
donation is tax-deductible, but far more importantly, it is an investment in transformed lives. 
 
We invite you to prayerfully consider partnering with us. Donations can be made online at never2scarred.com 
or mailed to PO Box 981, Spruce Pine NC 28777. Together, we can see women set free and walking in the 
fullness of God’s grace. 
 
Thank you for your prayers, generosity, and heart for restoration. May the Lord richly bless you as you sow 
into His kingdom work. 
 
 
The Hope House Ladies had a very busy month in August. We had one lady, Amber, that celebrated one 
year clean This is such an amazing accomplishment for anyone. We enjoyed going to Burleson Park in  
Bakersville to celebrate a meal with family, friends, and Berry Chapel Baptist members.  Afterwards, we went 
down to the river where 4 people were baptized. This included 3 of our own ladies . What a blessing to have 
Mitchell Baptist church at the Hope House for a  family picnic. We had a lot of food to eat and then we  
enjoyed the fellowship and worship with all who attended. The highlight of the month was the concert to  
remind everyone of Overdose Awareness. Redeemed was the special music entertainment.  
 
Upcoming events in October: 25th from 10:00 to 4:00 we will be participating  in the Hometown  
Marketplace Craft Show at Ledger Fire Dept. There will be handmade crafts, delightful treats and festive joy. 
This show will feature both fall & Christmas creations. 
 
 
 
Jessica Williams Peterson 
Founder/Executive Director  
Never2Scarred Ministry  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th– Rev. & Mrs. Kelly Bryant (Spring Creek Baptist Church) 

11th– Rev. & Mrs. Mike Rathbone (Big Crabtree Baptist Church) 

15th– Rev. & Mrs. Brandon Pitman (Beaver Creek Baptist Church) 

21st– Rev. & Mrs. Bobby Lowery (Toecane Baptist Church) 

 

 

 
 3rd– Rev. Russell McKinney (Roan Mountain Baptist Church) 

7th– Rev. Kelly Bryant (Spring Creek Baptist Church) 

15th– Rev. Jody Griffin (Central Baptist Church) 

25th– Mrs. Stephanie Pitman (Beaver Creek Baptist Church) 

27th– Mrs. Elisabeth Hughes (Altapass Baptist Church) 

27th– Mrs. Missi Frady (Liberty Hill Baptist Church 

28th– Rev. Keith Beck (Little Rock Creek Baptist Church) 

28th– Rev. Steven Williams (Berry Chapel Baptist Church) 

 

                   Pastoral Anniversaries 
 

 

- Rev. Steve Williams has been the Pastor of Berry Chapel Baptist 

Church since October 6, 2013. (12 Years) 
 



 

 

Berry Chapel Baptist Church 
October 29, 2025 

@ 5:30 PM 

Jesus Loves you “Smore” than you know! 

 

Little Rock Creek Baptist Church 
October 29, 2025 

5:30– 8:30 PM 

Hot Dog Supper Provided 

 

Spruce Pine First Baptist Church 
October 31, 2025 

5:00-7:00 PM 

“Family Fun, Safe Treats, and Joyful Hearts!” 

 

Liberty Hill Baptist Church 
October 31, 2025 

6:30-8:30 PM 



 

 

 

12-Day Adventure to Israel & Jordan 

with Dr. Bob Garbett 
 

July 2nd– July 13, 2026 
 

Join us on the journey of a lifetime as we explore the 
land of the Bible. We will follow in the footsteps of Jesus 
and his disciples as we travel through the Holy Land, 
where our Messiah lived and worked miracles. Watch 
the Scriptures come to life as you visit places like  
Bethlehem, Jericho, the Mount of Olives, the Sea of  
Galilee, and Jerusalem. Float in the Dead Sea, discover 
Masada, marvel at Petra, and gaze upon the Valley of 
Armageddon. This trip will be an incredible spiritual  
experience that will forever change how you read, 
study, and understand the Scriptures. Reserve your 
spot  
today!  

 
 

Please visit the link below for more details 
 

https://www/signaturetours.com/BGarbett26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When: October 7, 2025 

Where: Grace Community Church 

5182 US-70, Marion, NC 28752 

Time: 9:00am-3:00pm 

 

To register visit ncbaptist.org  

and click on the events page 



 

 

October 2025 
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20th 
Pastor’s Conference 

@ 6:30 PM 

 

 

 


