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‘] A note from the Associational Missions Strategist
A Time for Thanks

| know it isn’t November, but I'd like to think about being
thankful. We should always be thankful to God the Father for
every good and perfect gift He sends our way. First Thessalonians
5:18a reminds us, “In everything give thanks...”

God often uses people as His instruments of help and
encouragement. | once heard someone say, “If you see a turtle on
a fencepost, you know he didn’t get there by himself.”

Each of us have people in our life who have invested, exhorted,
prayed for, and otherwise helped us get where we are today. Have
you taken time to thank them? Have you taken time to pray for
them in return and thank God for them? Have you taken time to
be a Paul for Timothy? If you haven’t, today is a good to get
started.

In His Grip,
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iiastor - Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
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singing each night

Tri-County Baptist Tabernacle
252 RIDGE ROAD, SPRUCE PINE NC

More info:
828-284-5684
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SPECIAL MUSIC SCHEDULE

------ MONDAY- CHOSEN

Y. . . TUESDAY- ELIZABETH MOORE

WEDNESDAY- MT. CALVARY FWB
CHOIR

THURSDAY- MIDDLE CROSS

FRIDAY - BRO. JACKSON & ABIGAIL BELL

SEPT 21 - 25, 2026
For information call: 828-284-5684



Rev. Kent Murphy Friendship Baptist Church

Rev. Nathan Silver Grassy Creek Baptist Church
Rev. Matt Ward Ledger Baptist Church
Rev. Brent Frady Liberty Hill Baptist Church
Rev. Will Winters Lily Branch Baptist Church
Rev. Keith Beck Little Rock Creek Baptist Church
Pray for the Churches
who are seeking a Pastor:
Mine Creek Baptist Church
PASTORAL Pine Branch Baptist Church

SEARCH COMMITTEE

Pastors Conference

September 15, 2026




NEVI JOO » SCARRED

This month started out with one of our volunteers coming and staying with the ladies at the Hope House for a week while myself and my husband Mark went to
Mississippi to do prison Ministry. | want to share with you what Becky wrote a.k.a. aunt B about

being with the ladies for a week at the Hope House.......

Standing In the Middle of a Miracle

The week of July 6-12, 2026 God blessed me with being able to spend with the girls at Never 2 Scarred Ministry in Spruce Pine, NC. Now how | was led to the
ministry is a miracle one that includes a storm named Helene and God.

| am known to these ladies as Aunt B from Mayberry. My husband and | reside in a small community of Westfield, NC. About 3 hours from my girls. Each week
on Wednesday mornings we have a zoom meeting Bible study and since January of 2025 God has blessed me with seeing miracles happen at “the table".

During my week Jessica and Mark were on a Mission trip. | was able to sit at “the table". There was tears of JOY! Laughter, PRAYER!!! Oh the prayers that
were sent up.

Each one of these ladies has a story, a testimony and as | prepared to spend the week with them there is one thing they do not know. | reached out to my
church family and asked them specifically to pray for me. To pray that God guide me, guide me and use me to only speak and shine His Light to “my girls".

Since the first trip on 12/14/2024 to visit the ministry my husband and | have been in prayer for these ladies, for this ministry. For Jessica and Mark. From the
moment you enter the doors of the house, y'all there is a feeling of absolute warmth that envelopes you.

I'm from West Virginia so English ain't my strong suit. Think of running into Granny's open arms in that great big ol front yard and her telling you, child welcome
home!!l That is the first impression when you walk into the Hope House. You can't help but smile because that is what you are going to be greeted with.

Like myself these girls have a testimony. Yes there are parts of every person's past that is a bit curvy. | took the scenic route to Jesus. One evening before we
got ready to end the day, | mentioned Mark 2:1-12. Jesus heals the man lowered through the roof.

See these are “my girls" but these girls are God's Girls. These are the very ones where it says in verses 3-4 (3) And they come unto him, bringing one sick of

the palsey, which was borne of four. (4)And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had
broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsey lay.

How many of us can say they have a sister, they would run too right now and pick up. Carry, go that extra mile and then rip an entire roof off a house to lower
them down to Jesus?

Honestly, that is something to search each one of our hearts and think about. For these girls, my girls YES | would. | would carry each one of them to Jesus.
Simply because there was someone who carried my name to Jesus. The most beautiful part of this entire passage is verse in 12-And immediately he arose
took up the bed and went forth before them all; Insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying We never saw it on this fashion.
IMMEDIATELY he AROSE took up his bed and walked. Not strolled, not waited but IMMEDIATELY he took off. See ya out of there. Y'all that is POWER. That
is God's power. That is the miracle that God has blessed me to see ever since a storm led me to Never 2 Scarred.

As one of the girls told me she knows she is blessed to be in the ministry. God leads each one of us on scenic routes for reasons, to mold us for HIS GLORY.
In that molding is the refining, Yes it is painful. Through the pain comes JOY. | can say this because I'm living proof of this. My husband and | celebrated our
30 year wedding anniversary this year. The last 3 have been with Jesus at the head of our marriage. We are babes in Christ but HE has been there the entire
time molding us shaping us, guiding us in the direction we are to go.

| saw nothing but miracle after miracle while | spent the week with my girls. There truly is a book | could write, but it would not be my book only what God is
doing in a special little miracle home.

Since coming back home | count down the days until I'm able to return again. Sit once again at “the table" with my girls. Cook a meal for them. Sit on that
beautiful front porch and share God's precious healing Word.

If anyone reading this thinks they are too far from God, my dear friend you are not. Someone cares for you. | care for you. | will pray for you just like someone
carried my name straight to Jesus.

We were able to celebrate Andrea with her completion of one year at Never2Scarred. Graduation is also a blessing.

The ladies have also been able to share in song and testimony at many churches throughout Mitchell and Yancey county this month. We have also been
busy helping out at Baptist on Mission. We also love our Monday evenings at Baptist on Mission sharing in song and testimony. We also had the opportunity
to help Mine Creek Baptist Church with their VBS. We ended the month with family day at the pool, with a fun time of relaxation and celebration our sweet little
Gracey.

We always like to take the time to say thank you to our community for always stepping up and helping to supply the needs of the ministry. We are so
blessed to have such a loving community that pours the love of Jesus into these ladies, encourages them, prays for them, and supports the
ministry and these ladies.

We are booking churches now. We would love to come share with your church in song and testimony of what Jesus is doing here at Never2scarred
ministry. Please reach out to Jessica Peterson, Director, at 828-467-7243, or you can email me at never2scarredministry@gmail.com

If you are interested in being a part of never2scarred, you can go online at never2scarred.com or contact Jessica Peterson at 828-467-7243.

If you know someone who needs help and the love of Christ, our residence application is found on never2scarred.com



mailto:never2scarredministry@gmail.com
http://never2scarred.com/
http://never2scarred.com/

4th- Rev. Todd Ayers (McKinney Cove Baptist Church)

5th- Rev. Chris Renfro (Big Rock Creek Baptist Church)

14th- Dr. Bob Garbett (Associational Missions Strategist “The Missions Guy”
14th- Mrs. Tonya McKinney (Roan Mountain Baptist Church)

14th- Mrs. Beverly Williams (Berry Chapel Baptist Church)

22nd- Mrs. Michelle Rathbone (Bear Creek Baptist Church)

26th- Mrs. Julie Thacker (Silver Chapel Baptist Church)

26th- Rev. Matt Hughes (Altapass Baptist Church)
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5th- Rev. & Mrs. Matt Ward (Ledger Baptist Church)

13th- Rev. & Mrs. Jody Griffin (Central Baptist Church)

17th- Rev. & Mrs. Chris Rathbone (Bear Creek Baptist Church)
21st- Rev. & Mrs. Brent Frady (Liberty Hill Baptist Church)
27th- Rev. & Mrs. Todd Ayers (McKinney Cove Baptist Church)
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-Rev. Will Winters has been the Pastor of Lily Branch Baptist
Church since September 4, 2016. (10 Years)

-Dr. Rocky Branch has been the Pastor of Spruce Pine First Bap-
tist Church since September 14, 2014. (12 Years)

-Rev. Jim Sutton has been the Pastor of Western Carolina
Church since September 7, 2025. (1 Year)



missiON Spruce Pine Rebuild Center

308 Harris St, Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Site Number: 910-858-8978

Local Volunteer Opportunities

« Kitchen Help (M-F)
» Cooking and serving breakfast 5:15 AM-7:30 AM
= Breakfast served at 7200 AM
o Cooking and serving dinner: 4:15 PM-6:30 PM
= Dinner served at 6:00 PM
Provide an already cooked meal
Bring it items for a salad bar
> Make desserts, casseroles, etc
' Assist with washing Dishes
B Facﬂlty Help
o Laundry
o General cleaning
' Running Weed eater
o Check-in tools 3:30PM-5:30PM (M-F)

The Mission to continue to serve and glorify God
needs your help. Please reach out with questions
regarding volunteering.

Get Recharged in the
Mouriains of

SEPT 13-16
— 4/ —

SUNDAY 11:00 AM -
Spruce Pine First
Baptist Church

SUNDAY 6:30 PM -
Tri County Tabernacle

MONDAY & TUESDAY
7:00 PM -
Tri County Tabernacle

WEDNESDAY 6:30 PM -
Spruce Pine First
Baptist Church

Jonathan Wilburn

ke /.’7// L motre L ’/ ( /Y(//
SPFBC 828-765-941
Dr. Rocky 828-385
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Saturday, September 12th

(Serves at 8 00 AM)

SP FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
125 TAPPAN STREET

BEST BREAKFAST IN TOWN!

EVERY 2"P SATURDAY

EVERY MONTH'!
All donations will benefit local missions.
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American Red Cross

Every 2 seconds, someone
in the U.S. needs blood.

Qe blosd
Help save Uives

Blood Drive
Spruce Pine Community
First Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall

125 Tappan Street
Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Tuesday, September 15, 2026
1:30 p.m. to 6:00 p m.

Bring your Red Cross Donor Card or Photo IC
Walk-Ins are welcome, appointments honored first

The Americon Red Cross and Mello Kinty are releasing
exchusive NEW merch! Come give blood Sept 1-20 for o
super-eute Red Cross x Hells Kitty collectble item,
while supplies last!

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App




The New Year’s Eve Night Watch
By: Nancy Hinshaw

A call out to Christians everywhere to come to the altar on New Year’s Eve and pray.

Whether individually or corporately, we must take a stand on our knees and offer up the incoming year
to our Heavenly Father in thanksgiving for bringing us through the outgoing year, and ask for
protection, safety, and guidance as the New Year comes in.

When going through some of our church’s archives, | came across a small paragraph handwritten on
“November 27, 1944. It was voted on by the board as a recommendation to the church to have a Watch
Night Service at the church on December 31, 1944.” In 1944, our church, as well as the rest of the
country, had WWII on everybody's mind, in their hearts, and in their daily lives. The Mica mines in this
area were vital in communications for the war effort. Our members were faced with rationing of goods
and fuel. Some of our church members lost loved ones in battle and were working through grief. Are we
that different now? How many times in Scripture were God’s people warned about not returning to God
for their every need? See Joel 2:13; Zechariah 1:3; Isaiah 55:7; 2 Chronicles 7:14; Hosea 14:1

So let’s do it. May New Year’s Eve be a Night Watch as it approaches in prayer with supplication and not
just a party

Prayer Vigil - Part 1.

As we approach another new year, we can look into the mirror of truth and honesty and ask The
LORD, “Where do we go from here?”

We can begin with getting back to God, not only as a nation, but as individuals. “God, where do |
begin?”

Looking back to times of war and history, we realize it is time to learn from conflicts. | don’t want to
repeat the same mistakes. | don’t want to stay in the cycle of chaos and complaining, bitterness and
fighting. It is time for an awakening!

To begin, we need to tear down strongholds. We also need to learn and have a teachable spirit and
then, overcome. In this series, we will look at 2 Chronicles 7:14, which says, “If my people, which are
called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”

For September, we will tear down the stronghold of pride and look at humility. We need God. We
need His help. We cannot do this on our own. | am going to ask myself some questions, and | hope you
will do the same. Am | defensive? Do | have pride in any area of my life? Do | seek wisdom from God and
His Word? The Bible tells in James 4:10 and againin 1
Peter 5:6 to “Humble yourselves”.

Here is our challenge: every day in September, let’s pray about humility...in our homes, in our
churches, in our workplaces, and in our hearts as individuals. And continue through December 31, as
we look toward making every day to count for The LORD.

Let’s begin today.
Think about it.

Monica Henley Kritz
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