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           A note from the Associational Missions Strategist 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 
I am honored to be called to serve you in the role of Associational Mission  
Strategist/Director of Missions for the Mitchell Baptist Association. I am  
thankful for the faithful men who have previously been in this role and the work 
they have done in and through the churches of this Association.  
 
I look forward to getting to know you over the coming years. I believe no matter 
how big a church (or Association) is, we can never accomplish the Great  
Commission alone. Jesus did not give the Great Commission to an individual, He 
gave it to His followers as a group. I believe His plan is still for us to work  
together to get the job done. The Apostle Paul writes about this in 1 Corinthians 
12:12, “For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of 
that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.” 
 
I look forward to working with you to be about the task He has for us as the 
Mitchell Baptist Association.    
 

Together in and for the Gospel,  
 
Rev. Bob Garbett 
Associational Mission Strategist 
Mitchell Baptist Association 



 

 



 

 

Rev. Will Winters Lily Branch Baptist Church 

Rev. Keith Beck Little Rock Creek Baptist Church 

Rev. Todd Ayers  McKinney Cove Baptist Church 

Rev. John Luke Rathbone Mine Creek Baptist Church 

Rev. Toby Crowder Mt. Carmel Baptist Church 

Rev. Daniel Whetstine Rebels Creek Baptist Church 

  Pray for the Churches  
who are seeking a Pastor 

 
 Ledger Baptist Church 

 
Pine Branch Baptist Church 

 
Western Carolina Church 

 
White Oak Baptist Church 

 
 

 

Pastor’s Conference 

September 15, 2025 

@ 9:30 AM 



 

 

Never2scarred Ministry Update 
On July 29 th we celebrated the graduation time for Miss Amy. She was our first resident to 
complete a one year plan with Never2scarred Ministry. After graduation she returned home to 
be with her family and start her new life with Jesus. 
July 30 th Papa Doug and Mimi Barbara supplied the Hope House with a bountiful harvest of 
corn. The ladies prepared it for future enjoyment this winter by putting it in the freezer. 
On August 4 th Miss Amber too celebrated a mile stone by being drug free for one marvelous year. She is on 
her way to completing her one year plan completed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had a enjoyable cookout at a couple of supporters, Scotty &amp; Dianna Gouge. They hosted the 
ladies at their home and provided a delicious meal which we appreciated very much. On July 
19 th the ladies and Jessica and her mom, Beverly attended the “Made for More Conference” at 
the Lewis Farms in Weaverville, N.C. It was hosted by Taylor, We enjoyed great food, 
fellowship, praise and worship. God’s truth and encouraging words. Jessica shared a testimony 
of hope and some encouraging words as well. The ladies presented the sign language to the 
song Clean for all who attended. Days like these have become an important part of the ladies 
growth in their fight to become Christ centered lives for God. Everyone accepted them with 
open arms and loving smiles. 
We have family day every month so their loved ones can reunite with them and enjoy a time of 
renewed love for each other. Having their children attend has been a Hugh success for them to 
keep their hopes up for a reconciliation to come. They share a meal, fun, and of course hugs 
from all. 
Jessica held two meeting recently inviting ladies to volunteer their time and gifts with the 
ladies. A really good attendance was pleasing for all and we look forward to spending time with 
 
any of the ladies who spoke of helping out throughout the year. We always welcome new faces 
to be a part of the ministry. 
A little news is that Jessica’s mother, Beverly will be holding a new support group time starting 
August 19 th , @ 6:00pm at Berry Chapel Baptist Church, Spruce Pine. They will be reviewing the 
book, “Stop Prolonging Your Loved One’s Addiction” by Jon Sorenson. This is a 21 day 
devotional journal that will be discussed each week. All persons who interested in attending 
can reach Beverly at 828-385-2722. Book are $10 each and can be purchased at the meeting. 
Items needed at the Hope House are: paper towels and toilet paper. 
 
If you're interested in supporting the ministry, you can visit never2scarred.com or mail a check to P.O. Box 
981, Spruce Pine, NC 28777.  
 
 
Jessica Williams Peterson 

http://never2scarred.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
13th– Rev. and Mrs. Jody Griffin (Central Baptist Church) 

17th– Rev. and Mrs. Chris Rathbone (Bear Creek Baptist Church) 

21st– Rev. and Mrs. Brent Frady (Liberty Hill Baptist Church) 

27th– Rev. and Mrs. Toddy Ayers (McKinney Cove Baptist Church) 

 

 

 
  
4th– Rev. Todd Ayers (McKinney Cove Baptist Church) 

5th– Rev. Chris Renfro (Big Rock Creek Baptist Church) 

6th– Mrs. Denise Self (Grassy Creek Baptist Church– Youth) 

14th– Mrs. Beverly Williams (Berry Chapel Baptist Church) 

14th– Mrs. Tonya McKinney (Roan Mountain Baptist Church) 

21st– Rev. Cass Buchanan (Freedom Baptist Church) 

22nd– Mrs. Michelle Rathbone (Bear Creek Baptist Church) 

26th– Mrs. Julie Thacker (Silver Chapel Baptist Church) 

26th– Rev. Matt Hughes (Altapass Baptist Church) 

 

                   Pastoral Anniversaries 
-Rev. Will Winters has been the  Pastor of Lily Branch Baptist Church since September 4, 2016 (9 
Years) 
 
- Dr. Rocky Branch has been the Pastor of Spruce Pine First Baptist Church since September 14, 2014 
(11 Years) 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Did you know you can sign up to receive the Newsletter electronically??????You can email us at 
Mitchellbaptist28777@gmail.com and request to be added to the newsletter email list. 

or 

Access the Newsletter on our website– www.mymcba.org click the link My MCBA Newsletter 



 

 

Prayer Vigil for Hurricane Remembrance 
It is hard to believe that it has been a year since Hurricane Helene violently 

swept through our beloved mountain communities. We are still recovering, still 

receiving help, still rebuilding. This is a process, and we are depending on The 

LORD to walk us through it…and He is faithful and is doing what He says He will 

do. As The Bible so beautifully states, “When thou passest through the waters, I 

will be with thee”. (Isaiah 43:2) 

There are several items to mention. First, a prayer vigil is being planned for 

Saturday, September 27 th at 8:00 a.m. at the Lower Street Pocket Park. This will be 

a time of remembrance, of prayer, and of thanksgiving. Please join us as we meet 

together and strengthen each other through the continued recovery process. I 

urge every pastor to share this with your church congregation. This is a much- 

needed and very special time to join hands with each other, as we walk this 

journey together. Please feel free to bring chairs. There will be some available 

chairs and tables. We can park on lower street, but also consider parking on 

upper street and walking down the steps to the park. 

Also, October 2 nd is “Bring Your Bible to School Day”. This is sponsored by Focus 

on the Family and is a nationwide outreach every year on the first Thursday in 

October. The verse for 2025 is James 1:22, which says, “But be ye doers of the 

word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” The purpose is to 

encourage students to share their faith and live their faith. In 2024, 10,000+ 

churches were involved, and 1,267,000+ students participated with over 70,000 

schools represented! You can read all about it on the Focus on the Family website 

and even register your children. Please share this important freedom with 

everyone you know and make a difference for CHRIST! 

Monica Henley Kritz– MBA Prayer Coordinator 

 

 

If you have articles, information, or activities for the newsletter please have 
them sent to the office by the 15th of each month. This will facilitate making 
room for these important items prior to the printing of the Newsletter. Items 
sent after the 15th may not be included in the Newsletter for the following 
month.  
 
You may email those to mitchellbaptist28777@gmail.com  

A Note From 

Altapass Baptist Church 
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